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LETTER XXXIT. 

Miss FITZHERBERT TO THE COUNTESS 05? 

RAYMOND, 

rofL 

OH, my Matilda, when will your 
poor friend be at reft ? Unceafing 
perfecutions attend wherever fhe goes ; 
no aiylum but the grave can afford her 
perfed: fee urity. 

Soon after I concluded my laft let- 
ter, an old tenant of my father's, a, 
worthy intelligent man, came to me 
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•one morning, and with tears of plea- 
sure in his eyes cried, "Here, my dear 
young Lady, here's good news indeed 
for you,'* taking out a large bundle 
which he. had concealed under his 
coat ; "oh, that my honoured mafter 
was but alive, the fight of thefe papers 
would do his heart good^" untying the 
|}undlc. 

» *< What are tlicy I" replied I, « good 
Mr. Wilfon, pray put me out of this 
fuipenfe." 

** Blefs your heart, my dear young 
l^dy, as I was looking over fome 
workmen, who were employed in pul- 
ling down an old lumber room at your 
Honour^s Caftle, (for 1 always faid 
that you was ten times more deferving 
^f it than that fine Lady there now. ; 
what's right is right) — *^ 

"^^ May 
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^* May I look at thofe papers, Mi:, 
^Vilfon," /aid I with impatience, *• for 
my curiofity is greatly raifed f *' 

" Aye, aye, I don't wonder, tbej 
are worth feeing, but let me finifli jn^ 
ftory ; as I was faying, they were pul- 
ling down an old room ; amongft the 
rubbilh wha,t did I fee but this bundle 
of papers ; I took themi up, for who 
knows, /ays I, but thefexnay be the 
papers my late matter. Sir Vincent 
Fitzherbert, could not find ; I came 
flraightway to our parfon, and fliewing 
them to him, he told me it was the 
title-deeds of the eftate which Sir Vin- 
cent had been at law about, and that 
the eftate ought to be his children's, 
either male or female, 1 told him I 
knew where to find you, and here I 
am, papers and all ; tak« them, my 
dear, young; miftrefs, and Heaven blcfs 
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yoo, and grant you may fee many hap- 
:l?y yc^J*^ ^t Fitzheibert Caflle." 

This unexpefted news of good for- 
tune overpowered me, and for a few 
ftninutes deprived me of the ability of 
jthankiug the good man.: I made him a 
jTmall prefent, which 1 infifted upon his 
accepting, and at the fame time pro- 
.rnifed to do more for .him at a future 
^ei'iod ; and he took his leave, fully fa- 
ttisfied with himfelf ,and me. 

With trembling hands I then opened 
the papers, and read them ; they were, 
indeed, the title-deeds which I had fo 
•often heaFd my beloved father lament ; 
they brought that dear parent fo for- 
cibly to my memory, that, together 
with the TuTprize of fuch an ^v^^it, I 
was quite overcome, and fome time 
chpfed before 1 could compofe my Ipi-. 

rits 
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rits fufficiently to weigh the probable 
confequence& this unexpected acquili'' 
Ikioii held forth to my view. I at 
length rcfolved, as two months n^orc 
were wanting to complete my behig of 
age, to remain at this cottage, un^ 
known if poflible,. till the expiration of 
that time^ 

In this rcfoUnion, I indulged the 
pleafing idea of having it one day in 
my power to be more ferviceable to 
my friends, and of triumphing over 
the cruel malice of my enemies. A 
few evenings after, I ftrolled, with my 
conftant companion Fidelle^ to a fmall 
wood not far from the cottage, the 
weather being uncommonly warm. I 
had not proceeded far before I heard 
fome footfl:eps behind me ; I turned 
round, and beheld a man muffled up, 
apparently to difguife himfelf, who on 
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feeing me obferve him, inftantly took 
anotfier path, feemingly to avoid me ; 
my fears were alarmed, though I en- 
dea^voured to conceal them by a feem- 
iag inattention ; but happening to be 
near a turning of the wood which I 
knew to be a (hort way to the cottage,^ 
I quickly got into it ; and thinking 
myfelf out of fight, was making all haftc 
back ; but lo ! at that very inflant the 
ftranger came up with me ; and, good 
Heaven ! what was my horror and fur- 
prize, when I difcovered the ftranger 
to be no other than Lord Raymond ! 
I fcreamed, and with a violent flruggle 
freed myfelf from his grafp ; Fidelley 
hearing me fcream, and perceiving a 
man, diredtly flew upon him, which I 
fuppofe prevented his immediately fol- 
lowing me ; the terror I was in added 
fpeed to my feet, and I foon reached 
the cottage, and fecurcd the door» 

dreading 
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Jieading to fee the wretch again, txiy 
faithful dog having returned to me.. 

In this dilemma, I entreated the cot-^ 
tagers to conceal me till night, when I 
would go away ; and the better to in- 
fure their fidelity, made them hand- 
fome promifes, which had the delired 
efFeft ; for when Lord Raymond came 
to the door, they refufed to open it ; 
but fearing he might proceed to vio- 
lence, profefled a willingnefs to receive: 
the bribes he offered,, and promifed to^ 
admit him when the neighbourhood! 
was at refl. On this afTurance he went' 
away; and I, having taken a few drops^ 
the poor woman had brought me, on. 
feeing the terror and confufion I was* 
in, began to confider what plan I could^^ 
purfue to avoid falling into the hands- 
of a man who had no regard to decency 
or decorum.. 

B 4, After. 
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After propofing and rejcdling many 
fchemes, I requefted the cottager to- 
procure for me by the dulk of evening 
a man and horfe, on whofe fidelity I 
might depend, where I could get a 
ready conveyance to fome other ob- 
fcure fituation. This determined upon, 
I carefully fewed up the papers in the 
cloaths I wore, knowing no place of 
fafaty wherein I could depofit them ; 
and having thus far arranged things, I 
waited with anxiety the departure of 
day-light, my heart beating on the 
leaft noife, every moment dreading 
fome new and aiore fuccefsful machi- 
nation of Lord Raymond. My faith- 
ful little guardian, as if confcious of 
my danger, never left me during the 
whole time. 

Oh, my Matilda, thofe few hours of 
indefcribable angui(h have left an im- 

impreflioa 



AUGUSTA FITZHfiftfifiHr. 9* 

preffion on my mind that will never be 
effaced ; — the prefent, the paft, and 
the future, all crowded into my di- 
ftradled thoughts; — an orphan, a fu- 
gitive, friendlefs and forlorn, without 
one hofpitable roof to afford prote£lion, 
the friend of my heart through me 
again plunged into wretchcdnefs, and 
torn from me, my amiable aunt too, 
and every thing that could add diftrefs, 
and heighten the tortures of agonizing 
hours, floated in my imagination. 

The anxioufly expeded hour being 
at length arrived, I difguifed myfelf in , 
a large cloak and hood, belonging to 
the good woman, and with a heavy 
and foreboding heart, taking hold of 
the cottager's arm, I quitted the humble 
dwelling. We had to walk through 
fome fields behind the village (the man 
and horfe being appointed to wait in a . 

B 5 retired 
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retired lane) going through one of 
which we were met by two meq ; it 
was too dark to fee their faces, but on 
flopping us, I difcovered one of them 
by his voice to be the detefted Ray- 
mond. My heart died within me, 
and I gafped in breathlefs expedation, 
when he faid, "Pray, my friend, could 
you ftep for us to the public-houfe, we 
are at a lofs to find out the way, and 
defire a young man you will fee there 
to come back with you immediately,. 
r and here's half a crown for your trou- 
ble : we will take care of your com?- 
panion here." 

Oh, Matilda, judge of my feelings 
at that moment ! — the good man, how- 
eyer, refufed to go, faying he could 
not leave his wife before he had feea 
her to a neighbour's juft by ; that, if 
they wifhed, he would return, and go 

for 
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fdr them, and away we went on: n 
heartily thanked my kind guardian^ and. 
when we reached the relay that was^ 
waiting for me, fearful of being {nf-- 
peded by Lord Raymond^ I threw ofF' 
the large cloak, and only tied the black, 
hood over my riding hat, and mounted i 
behind a middle aged man, whoieeoi*-^ 
cd very civil. , 

We fet off on our journey, poor JP/V 
de//e following, through the mofl re- 
tired road$, with which my conduftor 
was well acquainted, and apprehenfive 
of being purfued, I every inftant kept * 
urging him to go fafter, which he did . 
at the riik of both our necks. 

In this manner we proceeded, till 
juft before we entered B-^-, when the 
furious gallopping of fome horfoa bc« 
hind us, obliged my guide to torahis 

B 6 C\ididavwV^ i 
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fuddenly out of the way, in doing of 
which, the horfe fell, and threw me 
off. The idea that it was Lord Ray- 
mond purfuing me, together with the 
fall, rendered me totally fenfelefs. 

What became of me, and how long 

I remained in that ftate^ I know not, 

on recovering, I found myfelf in a 

houfe, fupported by a gentleman, and 

a lady holding a fmelling bottle to my 

nofe, I fcreamed, tl]finking it was Lord 

Raymond, and taking hold of the lady, 

cried out, " Oh, fave me, fave me 

from him ; let go^ my Lord." — The 

gentleman feeing the terror I was in at 

his appearance, withdrew farther from 

me, exclaiming, ** Good God, Lady 

Raymond, don't you know your friend 

Pelham ? — For Heaven's fake what 

canbi^ the reafon of this ?" — '' Thank 

God," cried I, hardly knowing what 

^ I faid ; 
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I faid ; " Oh, Mr. Pelham, fave me 
from Lord Raymond." — '' Save you ! 
with the hazard of my life I will/' 
jejoined he, taking hold of my hand, 
which, in my agitation, I had uncon- 
fcioufly held to him, what can have 
happened to my lovely friend ? — But 
this is not a time to a(k fuch quef- 
tions.- Will you take a feat in our car- 

m 

riage to York, if you are going that 
way ; my lifter," prefcnting her to me, 
*^ will be very happy to render you any 
affiftance in her power. Amelia, let 
mc introduce you to the charming 
Lady Raymond." I coloured excef- 
fively at Mr. Pelham's miftake, but 
taking her hand, which Mifs Pelham 
kindly offered, I faid, *' Tho' aftiamed 
of having occafioned fo much trouble, 
I (hall ever efteem it a fortunate acci- 
dent that has introduced me to the ac- 
quaintance of Mifs Pelham^ Mift4^ 

frictudihi? 
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friendfhip will be ever dear to the gra** 
titude and efteem of Augiifta Fitzher- 
bert."— ^' Fitzherbert !'^ faid Mr. Pel- 
ham, "are you not married to Lord 

Raymond ?'' Thank Heaven, no ; 

furely, Mr. Pelham, you are not un^ 
acquainted with the. affair that happen- 
ed at Mount villars Park, which has re- 
duced me to the fugitive ilate you now 
fee ?" 

The carriage was by this time drawn 
up the door, into which Mr. and Mifs 
Pelham infifted on my entering, and 
going with them to York. I difmiffed 
the man who had brought mc fo far, 
and complied with their kind entrea- 
ties ; and when we were on our jour- 
ney, I related to them, at their re- 
queft, the whole account of all the 
machinations of my perfecutors, and 
all that ha4 occurred fince my quitting 

Lord 
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Lord Mountvillarsr Their aftonifh- 
ment could only be equalled. by their 
indignation at the unworthy behaviour 
of Lord. Mountvillars and the Earl ; 
and when Ihad concluded my melan- 
choly ftory, Mr. Pelham emphatically 
faid, ** Oh, that my friend had but* 
known this before he quitted Lon-- 
don, what, months of painful anxiety, 
would poor Dafhwood have efcapied ?**^ 

At that name my face glowed, and^ 
I could not look up for fear of encoun*. 
tcring the penetrating eyes of Mr* 
Pelham; though I wiflied to know 
where Mr. Dafhwood was, yet I dared 
not venture to alk. Mifs Pelham, how- 
ever, feemed to read my thoughts, for 
immediately addreffing herfelf to her 
brother, (he faid, ** Where is Mr. Dafli- 
wood ? Is he ignorant of the affair ?** 
*^ Quite fo," replied he, " he talked of 
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going on fome tour or other when It 
laft law him, and I do not know where- 
he now isj or elfe I could not delay a* 
moment ia communicatmg to him the 
information of fo interefting a difco- 
very. He flopped, and we all conti- 
nued filent fome minutes, till Mifs 
Pelham relieved this aukward paufe by 
faying, " Where do you propofe, my 
dear Mifs Fitzherbert to go, as you arc 
fo unajquainted in this part of * the 
world ? 1 replied, 1 intended enquiring 
at York for fome retired village, where 
I could procure lodgings till I was of» 



age. 



^ " By Heaven, that muft not be," 
faid Mr. Pelham, *' confider to what 
imminent dangers you may be expof- 
ed?'*— '* Do favour us," rejoined Mifs 
Pelham, with your company to Scar-^ 
borough ; I fhall be with an aunt, who 

will 



AUGUSTA FITZHERBERT. L? 

will be delighted to receive you ; let 
me perfuade you to accompany my 
brother and me.'* 

They both urged me fo much, and 
adduced fo many arguments and en- 
treaties, that I could not without the 
greateft obftinacy and rudenefs, refift 
importunities evidently arifing from the 
pureft fource of benevolence and friend^ 
Ihip to a diArefled female. 

We arrived at York to breakfaft j 
and Mr. Pclham having bufinefs to 
tranfa£l, we (hall remain here till to- 
morrow ; in which interval I .ha.vc 
embraced the opportunity of forward- 
ing this epiftle, judging from my own 
feelings, .that Matilda will be no lefs 
anxious to know what has become of 
Augufta than I am to hear of her.— ^ 
Unfortunately as we are both circumr 

ll:anced» 
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ftanced, injured and perfecuted as we 
both have been, and iVill likely to un- 
dergo, every opportunity of communis 
cation in fome meafure alleviates the. 
mifery of the moment.. 

Were it not for the perplexing^ 
doubts, and dreadful uncertainty re- 
ipedling the iituation of my friend, 
which in the midft of my own fecu- 
rity fills my mind with conftant alarms. 
and apprehenfions, I fhould at this mo- 
ment have enjoyed more comfort and! 
fatisfaflion in the kind attention and 
fociety of the Pclhams than I have ex* 
perienced fince our cruel feparation. — 
The amiablenefs of their manners is 
heightened by their unremitting en- 
deavours to chace every gloomy idea 
ffoni my. mind, and reprefenting the 
felicity that muft ultimately, be the re-^ 
ward of my paft fufferings. 

Write. 
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Write loon, and dire<3: to me at 
Scarborough; and believe me, you are 
never abferit from the good wiflies and> 
prayers of 

Your fin cere 

Augusta FiTzHERjjERTi. 



uerc^^ersi. 
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LETTER XKXIII. 



THE EARL OF RAYMOND TO MAJOR DELVILLE#r 

Fitzherhrt' Cajile^ 

IF my friend George did not poffefs 
a moft elaftic fpirit, tempered to 
bid defiance to the blows of blind For- 
tune, an epiAle as lamentable as ever 
wearied the patience of a fympathizing 
reader would now infli<3: a few mo* 
ments penance. 

Not many days fince, a difpatch 
from my Lord Mount villars whirled 
me from Derbylhire, by the tranfport* 
i«or news of Augufta's concealment be- 
ing difcovered by that dear inquiiitive 
devil Mrs. O^Brieii^ who fpied her out 
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T>y accident, and traced her to a little 
fnug cottage, clofe by T/je Retreat^ her 
father's late refidence. Harriet Mount- 
villars heard the joyous news prefent- 
ly ; and, thanks to the natural pro- 
penlity of her mifchievous fex in dif- 
covering fecrets, that they may have 
*he fupi erne felicity of difclofing them, 
loft no time in communicating it to 
LiOrd Mountvillars, who with equal 
promptitude fent me notice of the d-if- 
•covery. 

Lady Mountvillars fortunately had 
fet out for Scarborough ; and Jack 
Harville (who has been throughout a 
moft covenient auxiliary in tranfafting 
bufinefs between his Lordfliip and me) 
joined with me in the chaoe ; and both 
habited in humble array, loitered about 
the woods and lanes which furround 
her abode^ when one lucky day I found 

her 
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her in a little fliady walk, enjoying, 
fweet foul, the refrefliing breezes, 
which vermeiled her complexion with 
an enchanting tint. The idea of-fecu- 
rity had difFufed a<:almGorapofureover 
her penfive countenance, as (he pafled 
flowly on, and fearing no prying fatyr 
to invade her fteps, when I leaped from 
my ambufli, and tried to grafp the ter- 
rified charmer, who with incredible 
fwiftnefs flew away, fhrieking, and 
left a curfed Cerberus to impede my 
purfuit, which he did moft efFedually^ 
by a gripe that gave me greater. paia 
than I ever felt from the pangs of con- 
fcience, 

I followed the flying fair, with 
bleeding arms, and came up juft as (he 
had (hut the door of a fmall houfe, ait 
no great diftance ; I tried all the pow- 
ers of rhetoric and gold upon the cot- 
tagers, 
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tagers, but their honefty was incor- 
ruptible, till at the laft effort they re- 
lented, and agreed to let me in at mid* 



anight* 



Purpofing, with the affiftance of Har* 
•ville and my valet, to carry her off, I 
repaired to the hovel at the appointed 
hour, when, obedient toourfignal, the 
fellow unlatched his cafement ; but 
mark the villain, he fwore at our de- 
figns, and moft folemnly aflured us the 
young lady was miles and miles ofF by 
tbat time ; I would not take his word^ 
but with my affiftants broke open the 
door, and fearched every place of con- 
cealment ; the prize was fure enough 
•flown J I raved at the peQple-*-fled to 
the village— queftioned all I met— but 
all enquiry was vafin. We mounted 
our horfes, parted with Harviile, and 
gallopped off .to Fitzherbert Caftle; 

fouctcea 
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fourteen miles diftant. There I took 
the liberty of occupying the .dining- 
room, and difturbing the butler's flum- 
bers to fupply me with a few bottles^ 
and fome other refrefliment, of which. 
I aflure you I ftood much in need, be- 
ing no lefs in need of bodily fupply- 
than I was of mental reft. But when 
the one is fatisfied. Til try what can 
be done to procure a little eafe for the 
other. 

Thus furaifhed, however, I paffed 
the time tolerably agreeable till the fa- 
mily rofe in the morning. My kind 
hoftefs, Mrs. O'Brien, received me 
with the greateft politenefs ; and from 
her indefatigable zeal, urged by the 
natural curiofity of the fex, I expeft to 
receive the moft valuable affiftance — » 
for women are never happier than when 
^employed to find each other out. 

Ifliall 
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I fhall be but a ihort time here, as I 
mean to fet off for my Derbyfliire pri- 
foner ; and am inclined to believe the 
fugitive Augufta v/ll\ conie or fend to 
her whofe very idea is the torment of 



>j 



Your friend, 







Ratmond« 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

THE HON. HENRY MOUNTVILLARS TO THE 
HON. FREPERICK PASHWOOD. 

Londm. 

DBAR DASHWOOD9 

I Once more breathe my native air ; 
and as an earneft of that happitlefs 
'!!S>ok forward to the enjojrment of in 
^his happy ifle, I have juft been read- 
ing over a packet of your letters, that 
were brought me this morning, toge- 
ther with your fhort one announcing 
the welcome news of your being tired 
of your excurfion, which gives me the 
profpefl of foon feeing you. 

I (hall impatiently long for yotir ar- 
rival at Mountvillars Park, for which 

place 
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place I am now preparing to fet off; 
and if Lady Raymond is gone, you can 
have no objedibn to vifit your friend 
there. 

I will neither anfwer nor make re* 
marks in this letter on the intereiting 
{xxhjtSt of your'Sy as I hope on our 
meeting we (hall have time fufficiient 
for^ intetchange of thoughts and lenti- 
merits ; at prefent ^^ my hopes and 
fears ftart up alarmed/* and my mind 
is bewildered in the maze of expeda- 
tion." '/•• ' ':'^ • 






I • 



>. . 



I am loft ^H donjdfluring what an-r^ 
fwer I (hall receive from his Lordfliip, 
Vhen I infdrm'him-Jof my attachment. 
I'knb^ not whether to acquaint him 
with itV ^itid afk. his confent immedi* 
atcly, or firll'^ find my Matilda^ and 
confiilt her wifhes. 

C 2 OK^ 
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. Ph, Dafliwood, if that heart which 
ouce was mine isn— my pen refifts the 
j«(prc|.that, fhpuld gome next; but I 
will,, if poffible, difpell every gloQmy 
idea, till time brings convidion, aiid 
deterinines ipy future fat^.; 

: . L J 

.'ii; .' ' ! • •. > I 

^^ ^ J know apt ja creature of wbojrn I 
can -cinquire tbe.refidenc? of ..Mr. Con* 
way^, This puU me into a^ftraHge ilate 
of inquietude^; and uncertainfjr. I re* 
member that MatilcJ* pnce told me her 
fa^h^r h^d an eftate Jor Is^orthampipi)* 
Ihire, and there will I begin my feafch 
as foon as I have been to Mountvillars 
Park.-KHeaven : gf ant i^jejfucpefs! in 
my pprfuit equal to ihe aj-dour of piy , 
.'Vifl^s. I affure myfeJCj pg yo^r good 
fipiniQH and zeal, in my b?h^„ but 
ihou4d. be; ilill bettef Bieaf(j4 with yqur 
Company, which 1 hgipe'fopn to. have 
the pleafure of, ....'/• 

-r, The 
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The carriage being ready, I muft 
(horten my cpiftle, and therefore con- 
conclude with the affurance of ever re- 



nnfiaining 



Your friend, 



HnNIlY MOUKTVILLARS. 



c 3 1JE.T- 
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LETTER XXXV. 

THE DUCHESS OF L TO MK8. Ci'SRIEK. 

Filla. 

DEAR O^BRiBK, « 

THE morning after the birth-day 
I left town ; but ever fince hav- 
ing been immerfed in multiplicity of 
engagements, and with many vifitors 
at our houfe, you will not, furely, af- 
ter reading thus far, pretend to be an* 
gry at my unavoidable filence. I will 
will make amends for it in future ; but 
if I do not find myfelf in a fcribbling 
humour, I fhall certainly employ a fe- 

cretary, and Mifs D (hall be pro- 

rhbted to that honourable office. This 
young lady has lately taken up her 

abode 
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abode with me, in quality of an humble 
friend ; one wants thefe kind of bc^ 
ings at odd times : her father and mo- 
ther were what is called good fort of 
people, whom the Marquis had patro- 
aized, hut their finances did not allow 
their living long in the ; ftyie they at- 
tempted : fhe is accompliihed, and lias 
feen fomething of high life ; but un- 
fortunately^ poor girly.lhe has come iu 
for her /hare of .the- UopieiUnefs with 
which Natnre has marked noi incon- 
iiderable nuniber of the female world ; 
but that/ isf.'herr.own lof^ ^.. flie. is. very 
ferviceable to me in accompanying the 
Duke, and taking. hiitx away occaiion- 
allyj for, would you believe. .it^ his 
Grace prefumes to grow furly at times ; 
I find, without he is abfolutely, kept in 
awe, the oaf pays no attention ; fo you 
may be fure I am careful to preferve 
my authority. 

c 4 1 ^avc 
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I gave a breakfaft lately in the firft 
ftyle ; I will fend you the defcription 
for your edification ; but no, upon fe- 
cond thoughts, it will rob the next of 
the magnetic attraftion of novelty, 
which, with fome other confiderationc, 
will, I hope, induce you to honour it 
with your prefence, 

* ^ ■ 

I have eftabli(hed a complete fbciety 
of archers, and yefterday there was a 
grand match on the gi'eat k wo, where 
the targets were placed^; the idrefles 
were beautiful and gracefully becom- 
ing, and the effect was rendered admi* 
Table ^by the charming fet of, lovely 
women and fine men 'advancing in fe- 
parate parties from the wood that fur- 
round it. The different prizes allotted 
to the vidtors awaited their claims 
upon an elegant Aand, placed amongfl 
the trees. 

DelvUle, 
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Del villc, unconquerable Delvillc^ re* 
ceived the firfl trophy froM my hand ; 
it was a Cupid feathering his fliafts 
a- new, furroiinded 'with a rbfy wreath, 
enaaielied in relievo, upon a whit6 
ground medaUion. And, I affure you, 
0*Brien, the wretch has fported au 
additional finger ornament of hi? bonm 
fortune. 



'ty 



Lord Mountvillars and Harriet* art 
with me ; I invited her, poor creai 
ture, becaufe {he Was quite^^ired bf the 
infipidity of the Park, w^here they have 
had no company, it fe^msy but their 
neighbourly acquaintances all' the Sum» 
mer,: fo that I do not wonder at her 
being tired out. There has however^ 
lunderftand, been many ftrangfedc- 
currences in the family ; and I cannot 
rcfift the impulfe I feel to commtrni-^ 
cate what I have heard. 

c 5 "^^^xxv^"^ 
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Mr. A lives in the firft ftyle of 

faihion at c-^^-^i^^ . What an incfti- 
mable poffeflion is a handfome wife ! 
— Whafelfe, do you think, O'Brien, 
could fupply a fplendour that vies with 
the moft faihionable ? c/w^^."- ,^Jhx^ 

Your^s ever, 



■\ . 



» 1 






I 
f 
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I^ETTER XXX. 

MI8$ FITZHEB.BERT TO LADY RAYMOND. 

' ' Scarborough. 
DEAR MATILDA, 

I Arrived here a fortnight fince ; and 
• Wili^ now' continue my narrative 
from the time that I bid you adieu at 
York. 

Indebted to the benevolent and p6- 
lite attentions of Mr. Pelham and his 
amiable fifter, my unfortunate iitua- 
tion was rendered as little irkibme as 
poi^ble ; but long intimacy and former 
• friendfiiip alone can yield that cordial 
Cbmfdrt fo eflential to ailuage the pangs 
of a forrowing he&rt. Ndthing more 
readily begets bonfidence than delicacy 
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of manners and expreffion ; they fhew 
a flattering regard to our feelings, min- 
gled with refpeft ; and this peculiar 
elegance flrongly marks the charad:er 
of Mr. Pelham ; but from aiiint of his 
lifter's, 1 conceive it to be greatly the 
refult of foftened fenfibility, from an 
unfortunate attachment^ which, as if 
by intuition, raelts th^ heart to fytp^ 
pathy when. beholding the .af^if^qpf 

others. 

1 • •• " ..»•* ■ .-I 

The morning paffed away pleafantly 

in the company of Mifs Pellja^^j^ith 

whom I was left; ; her broth^ fbon a[f- 

tei; our arrival having quitted us, bn 

accoujQt of fome buiinefs he had to ^if- 

..patcJj in town.. She .is oneof thofe 

] generally diftingu^fhed ,by the nam^^ of 

agreea|>lie W9a^eu^ ini^ixhec regt^arkta^^e 

for beauty or plaifinefs ; . ihe lias :ngii$h 

. good humour^ * and ^^^^ amiablenefs 

which 
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which ftudies to oblige, and gratify 
others even at the expence of her own 
enjoyment ; but with all this, which 
not unfrequently lays open people of 
this charapfter to unwelcome familiarity 
from thoughtlefs or bold intruders, fhe 
pofleifes an air of dignity that cfftStu^ 
ally keeps them at a diAance, when* 
ever flie fees it necef&ry to aflume a 
repelling mannen 

Juft as we entered the dining-room, 
a travelling chaife (lopped before the 
windows, when, to my terror and afio- 
niihment, I faw the Mountvillars arms 
and livery, whoever it brought' having 
before alighted. " Good Heaven !'* I 
czclaimedi ^^ I am loft ! how can I 
efcape ?— -It muft be my Lord/* In 
the utmoft agitation, I retreated from 
the windows, and dreaded that every 
ftep whkb pafled the door would t^rin^ 
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Lord Mountvillars into the room.-— 
Mifs Pelhatn rang the bell, to enquire 
whom the carriage had brought, and 
was iigrceabiy informed of its bethg 
Lady Mountvillars and Mifs^t. Aubyn 
on their way to Scarborough. I was 
overjoyed by the intelligence, yet fear- 
ful of their not being unacconipanied; 
I couldlnot obey the emotion of my 
heart to fly to the arms of my ever 
dear aunt. 

We waited in painful fufpence till 
the return of Mr.. Pelham., wbcn I im^ 
formed him of my apprehenfions : ' be 
inftandy offered to vifit her. Ladyihip 
as their town acquaintance privileged 
fuch a ftep ; and, fmiling, faid to me^ 
" If I find them perfeftly alone,'* tak* 
ing hold of tny .hand, " muft I difco+ 
ver to her Ladyihip our charming 
companion ?-~I forefee th^ fad confc- 
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quence to us ; nothing but your abfb- 
lute commands will prevail upon me to 
prove fo generous, and, perhaps, Daih* 
wood will not refufe a few encomiums 
upon the difintcrefted a6l/' 

" You and Mifs Pelham,^' 1 replied, 
^^ have already honoured me with fuch 
unmerited attention, that every fuc- 
xreeding moment gives me additional 
lieafbn to lament trefpai&ngupon good- 
nefs : fo unbounded ; and if my dear 
aunt is at liberty to receive hey poor 
fugitive Augufta, I fliall be happy to 
'free you from fo much trouble, as I 
can ftill have the happinefs of enjoying 
your fbciety.^ 



>% 



Mifs Pelham faid many obliging 
things, while her brother purfued his 
friendly defign : he returned in ten mi* 
nutes, but fcarcely had he efttered tbi^ 
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into meafures wholly inexcufable, and 
cruel to the laft degree. The only idea 
that fupported me on your flight, my 
dear Augufta, was your efcaping the 
dreadful facrifice that awaited you, and 
which no intreaties on my part could 
have averted. How much I fiiffered 
in apprehenfions for your fafcty, I will 
not give you the pain of knowing, 
though the utmoft reliance on your 
good fenfc, and my perfefl knowledge 
of your heart, wholly excluded from 
my mind every idea of your fufFering 
through voluntary error, yet many 
dreadful thoughts occurred to increafe 
my anxiety, left any dire milchanco 
ihould befall my beloved niece, whofe 
happinefs is interwoven fo much with 
my own. 

Lord Mountvillars made unwearied 
fearch after you, and I was in hourly 
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tear of fome meffcnger bringing the 
fatal news of your difcovery. As to 
myfelf, I fecretly indulged the hope^ 
that yoa would not let me linger ip 
fufpbnoey when you could affure pnic 
with fafety of the place of your retreat 
and fituation.** ' 

. Her Lsidyftiip then mentioned her 
intention' of pafiihj^ s few Weeks At 
' Scarborotigh, the- waters having beett 
recommended for hef health, and prb* 
pofed> pf oceeding'bn the following diy, 
which being the pufpoi^d plan of all 
the party, the -idfci^matian tvas agree^ 
ably received^ ' ' 

• ■ ' t * 

When we retired ac*night, her liiA 
dyfliip told' ' me, the* riefc?ntmeht and 
violence i LdtdlMdtintfvilUrs had exer- 
cifed towards htr ever fincc my flight, 
exceeded every thing I could uxv^^\\r,\ 
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the unmerited reproaches he had be- 
flowed upon her, thinking ihe muft 
have been acceflary to it, had produced 
fuch difcontenty and mutual upbraid* 
ings, that they had fooa after entirely 
feparatedy and lived as much apart as 
the houfe would allow them. 

After fome paufe, ihe exclaimed^ 
*^ For what unconicious error have I 
merited the hard doom of being fetter'^ 
ed to a man affli£l»d with the worft of ' 
pvils, an ungovernable favage temper ? 
I have no profpe£t of any future com- 
fort but in your happtoefs, my deareft 
Augufta ; affured of that, the graire 
would be a welcome afylum ; perhaps 
Heaven has ip mercy fixed an early pe- 
riod to my exiflence, ^r the conflaut 
workings of grief mufl prove fatal to a 
of greater flrength than mine" 



Having 
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Having uttered this, (he wept over 
raci tinable to reprefs her fbrrow. We 
fpebt the greateft part of the night in 
talking over our feparatediftrefles; and 
I related minutely all that h&d palled 
Irom the time that I had heard Lord 
MountviUars difclofe his in^mous plan 
to the gentleman in the Pavillion, of 
which I alfo informed hen She ia re- 
ply tbldr me, diat Lord Moiintvillar^ 
hiad ihocked her with the UnexpeAed 
avowal of nearly their whole eftate be- 
ing forfeited to Lcxrd Raymond ; and' 
that unlefs I was given up to hi8;Lord- 
fliip, he determined not to cancel ihd^ 
bond.' ' ' 



No wonder, Matilda, that 
MountviUars, whofe feelings^^re dead* 
ened by the deftnidive paiIi<Ai! of gam-^ 
ing, and with a temper naturally fy-' 
ranniod, ikould be unmoved by the re* 

monOxaac^^ 
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monftrances of a woman who poflcilfed 
not his afFeftions, and profecute a dia- 
bolical fcheme, from. a motive that 
evinced him deftitute of principle, and 
ready to trample on the, rights of hu-l 
manity to fupport la falfe featimem or 
honour. 

. Harriet, refufed; to accompany JmA^ 
MoUntyillars tt^ Scarborou^v andiswcUj 
is it for my aunt, ihc did fo ^ as ihe' nM 
therefrom be more likely to receive be-, 
nefit from Ji change of fcene, withoviti 
a companion io funfuitable, the light 
and fiwitaftic behaviour^ of whovaif in ik 
public place, where there are fo rdaay 
ready obfcrvers, might have occafioned 
much uA^a^npjfe to ^ller ^tender and /af- 
fedionate p?0$pt> /Jt; is ^aUigl f partica^ 
laijly fortunate on '$xy a0cou»tj fdrihad 
Harriet been of the party, this confer 
quinces might havQ hwjx diiaitrous. to 

'v:;.u*. r;*f'';:i me, 
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me, by difconcerting the plan my fu- 
ture welfare makes it indifpenfibly ne- 
ceffaryfor me to purfue ; as I doubt 
not (he wouM have beenf happy in the 
opportunity of tranfmitting the intelli- 
gence to Lord Mountvillars, (he having 
no great (hare of good- will towards me; 
or-fincere friend (hip for any one, fo 
that I might through ,her have been 
once more in the . p6wer of my rapa- 
cious guardian, 

I am called upon to-fufpend my jour- 
naif but (hall Ipecdily refume it. 



VOL. II. t> C-CS^- 
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CONTINUATION. 

■ ■ ' 

I have not loft a moment in refum* 
ing my account, which I fend yea 
with the grcateft precifion my recollec- 
tion will admit ; but you may poflibly 
think it more, tedipus than entertain- 
ing ; however, be that as it may, I 
will proceed* 

We fet ofF for Scarborough next 
morning, Lady Mountvillars, Mifs St. 
Aubyn, and myfelf, in one carriage. 
Our journey was little more than forty 
miles, the roa^ very pleafant, paffing 
through fome pretty villages, and by 
fom€ fine feats. As you are not ac- 
quainted with this part of England, I 
cannot avoid giving you fome defcrip* 

tion 
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tion of a place, which^ I tbink', for 
the enjoyment of the Summer mortths, 
is infinitely more delightful than any I 
have ever feen* 

Approaching within two miles of 
the town, from the top of the hill by 
the Race Ground, a fine view of the 
fea, with the remaining ruins of the 
Caftle, fome houfes, and Oliver^ 
Mount, which is a high round hill^ 
covered with brown frirze, and a va- 
riety of broken. ground, prefent a moft 
ftriking profpea, and have a charming 
cffed: by the furprize excited from fo 
fudden a view* 

We took lodgings in one of the 
Cliff houfes, in which Mr. and Mift 
Pelham likewife took up ttbeir abode^ 
it being by far the pJeafariteft fituation 
in the place. We fjjcnt the firfteren- 
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log within doors, and early next morn- 
ing arofe to enjoy the frefli breeze and 
explore the various pleaflmf walks, — 
The Parade, as it appears to be, is in 
iight of our windows ; a gravel walk, 
with benches, commanding the whole 
view of the fands and great part of the 
town, forms a femi-circle below of 
confiderable compafs, and. the wide 
Reaving oceaii, an objedl inexpreffibly 
grand, augmented, if poffible, by the 
roaring and dafliing of the waves againft 
the rocks and cliffs« 

I moftly attend my aunt and Mifs 
St. Aubyn to the Spa, which they con- 
ftantly frequent ; it is fome diftance, 
to which the pafTage is along the beach ^ 
and is generally too long a walk for 
Lady Mountvillars to undertake, with- 
out having the carriage to bring her 
back up the fteep hilU 

Mr. 
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Mr. Pelham fometimes joins' us ; 
and one day faid, in a pleafant manner, 
*' See/* pointing to the fand, ** what 

indelible impreffions you leave/* 

" Till the next tide effaces them/' re- 
plied !• *V Could the repeated ad- 
vances/' he rejoined, " of numberlefe 
beauties as eafily efface your idea from 
-the bofora of Dalhwood, 1 (hould have 
no caufc to accufe MHs Fitzherbert of 
depriving me of my friend ; for I know 
not how otherwife to account for his 
total feclufion from all the gay circles 
of fafhion, and the eiKjuirics of n'^. ni^ 
merous friends/' 

I felt at once embarraffinent and^ I 
muft confefs, fatisfaftion, from this 
pointed obfervation ; but after a mo- 
mcatary paufe, faid, *• Indeed,. yo«:^ 
accufe me very unjuftly ; Mr. Da(h- 
v^oad's adions are entirely uninfluenced 

D 3 ^ \sf . 
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by a thought of me.'' — *' Do you feally 
believe fo ?" faid he, looking archly, 
** but ladies generally afFe<Sb want of 
penetration where they are tnoft quick- 
fighted ; were half the women I know^ 
equally infenfible to the involuntary 
difcoveries of their enamoured acquaint- 
ances, how many poor fellows would 

cfcape the tortures of coquetry !"; 

■ •* You, Sir,'* feem refolved rievcr to 
fall into that unpitied ftatc of fufier- 
ing.'*— ** No,'' he replied, fighmg, 
** unlefs I could forget fome paft events 
of my life ; your engaging manners, 
my charming friend, alnxoft* tempt mc 
to entruft you with the caufe whiqh 
has embittered my life, and obfcured 
every ray that could afford a future 
profpeft of happinefs. — Yet why fhould 
I add another pang to fufferings already 
fo poignant as your*s are ? — Were it 
not fo, Mifs Fitzherbect — *' The ap- 
proach 
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proach of company prevented his fay- 
ing more, oor has he fince renewed 

the fubjeft*. 
r /. 

Oirt" titx* paflfes pleafahtly j Lady 
Mountvillars makes* me freiquent the 
rooma, and ^company her in jHiblic,. 
where the variety of objefls- fteals many. 
a thought from melancholy. Our ufual 
party has been en^reafed by the arrival 
of feveral young men of Mr. PelhamV 
acquaintaoCe^ i^id many families with 
whom wcr ure^e intimates 

"... ^ 

We went to a dinner party yefter- 
day, where^ amofig fome very good 
eompanyi wei-e feveral oddities, who^ 
£eem6d but jufl emerged from fequef- 
tered abodes in the moors or wolds, 
and ignorant of the cuftopnis or etiquette 
of the world. One. of the cJriginab 
wa&Lady Catharine ' N^—^ wife of 

D 4rr '^^ — — V 
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N , about fixty, a tall aukward 

■ 

.woman, whofe ideas are fraught with 
the iilly pride of family, accompanied 
with an unconquerable-'^ropeilfity to 
talk of what fhe does not even under* 
^fland, and treats her poor hulband;>yith 
a contenjptttiat would Jb^ mijuftifiabje 
•to the poof^ft Wretch :OsV:ej whpi» fpjc- 
tune alone .may have given her the a4r 
vantage of fuperiority. ^ - 



1; 



i..>. . .1: I- »• 



• This: vaia. Lady received the rudi- 
ments of her breeding in the. academies 
of the North, and has contrafted man- 
v^r^ equaUy rude^and .vulgar ; -aa^ an 
inftince of yvhieh, pncday^ in.a.mofl: 
TociFerous voice, fhe fi)ddeply:.9Lt.tad^e4 
two gentlemen who wpre ft^ili^^ljr 
converfing at the next talkie ; -flie .be- 
gan Ler attack by fticking her knife 
and fork- upright, her fmajl eyes,ftcainr 
ed to the extent of. their jftrings, while 

'Mr. 
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Mr. N — , uneafy to witnefs the prone- 
nefs to difputation of his precious rib,» 
in vain calfed to her every now and 
then, •i^hu^lio, my dear, can't you; 
eat your dinner." — ^' My dear," fha 
replied, *^ you know nothing of ther. 
matter ; hold your tongue, and .leave 
me alone ; I know what I fay is right ;; 
£or my fecond coufuij who married my 
grandmother's great uncle,, was line- 
ally defcended from Edric, King of^ 
NortlKimberland." 

While thus^ridiculoufly vaunting of 
her family,, a gentleman of a bulky 
fize,, witb^ a^r.fncering contradiftory* 
look, faid,' ** .jtell you, Madam,., they 
were all traitors, ancl mad'cvery one of 
them--r-have you not all loft your for- 

tones by fi ding wit]i the late ^ — r" 

** And' was faothe our rightful King?'*' 
replied- flie. — " Now,, pray . you, my 
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dear/* again cried her chagrined huf- 
band^ ** do hold your tongue ; now 
do, come, come, fay no inore."— — 
•* Hold my tongue indeed!^ replied 
the infuriated Amazon, fpreading hei* 
hands, and brufhing the crumbs into 
the laps of all near her, '^ when mjr 
family are abu fed, you are a fool, or 
you would have fpirit to- fupport ray 
arguments.*^ 

They for fome time proceeded ia- 
this Hianner,. and all endeavours \o 
lilcnce them were ineffedtual ; fome of 
the company were mortified by the 
f udenefs, and others^ "iiighly diverte(£ 
with the vulgar loquacity.. 

As a counterpart to this great piece 
of fi^f-importanc^, ^ (hort young man, 
of demure countefiandq' and immenfe 
corpocatien graced the lower end o£' 



tfife table, Mr. Pelham informed me 
he was one of thofe beings, who, blef- 
fed with a decw^t fortune, think them- 
ftlves gentkmen at large ; and whof6: 
inherent indolence fcoms every learned 
profeffion, and rejefts every purfuit of 
beneficial knowledge ; this gerttleman^. 
however, in fome degree Ikrecns his. 
ignorance from want of obfervation,.. 
lings a good fong, and is admitted into- 
the company of his fuperiors, who are 
fometimes amufed by his buffoonery,, 
and dt Others excited to pity his want 
T)f underftanding,, 

Oppofite to me fat a gentleman^, 
whofe vutgar and conflant ftare, very 
much incommoded me; the cruel ef- 
ffeft€ of time and threefcore had rifled', 
all hi^ graces^ but the poor creature 
tried to defeat their toaUce, by rehearf- 
ing^ with barbarous imitation,, the airs« 
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of modern beaus j he fat crcft with 

* • • • 

fcrupulous nicety, which gave fiue.cf- 
fe£l to a- pa^ir of. fpying-glafs curls, 
whofc elevation quite^Wfdb^CTbd Jii| 
ears, I fliould ..not have w.earied ypii^ 
vrith this defcrlption, had not his folly 
forc;ed,.me to ^otice him in the even- 
ing; for prefuming upon his acquaint- 
ance in. our party, he aftually folicited 
fny hand for the firft two dances, wh^u. 
we entered the ball-room : his fenfes^ 
which, as well as his body, appeared 
in a decaying^ftatc,, occafioned his mif^ 
apprehenfion of my refufal^ ,and he 
tripped off with a laboured aftivity to 
difpofc of his hat, whea drawu^ on 
his gloves, he returned. with trepida.* 
t:on, apd^'ofFqrine to take my hand, I 
was,abfolpteIy under the. nec^ijity. of 
informing him I had engaged it to Mr. 
Pelham ; he retired, after a little hefi«» 
tati^Uy with a low how*.. and a laa- 



guilhlng 
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^uifliing grin, which- he intended, I 
fuppofe, to reprefcnt a fmile. 

■ ■ • « ■ 

The ball-room is long and hand- 
fome ; card tables are placed on each 
fide, in a neat recefs, fupported by ele- 
gant pillars, adorned with crimfon da- 
maflc feftoon curtains, which let down, 
and divide the players at once fronai 
the interruption of the muiic and of 
the dancing. 
> 

Our niorr>ings are generally fpent in 
airing, upon the fands, and walking 
about.^ Lately our fociety has received 
the valuable addition of a learned lady, 
verging towards her grand climafteric, 
uncommonly bulky and clumfy in hpr 
figure, with a broad inuafculine face, 
an4 browns contra^cd to give an air of 
jpenctration to half fcGn little black 
e^es ; thi^ eifence of breeding and po- 
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■ • • . 

litcncfs, never fpeaks but ih cbntradic- 
tion, which flie affirms to be the liffe 
and fpirit of converfation ; her abilities 
^re, however, too flender to gain her 
much credit by indulging the propen- 
fity ; and her greateft delight appears 
to be in diflertations upon grammar 
•and propriety of lahguage : in fine, fhe 
feems a mere animate J edition of Lowth 
and j^Jh — to have fwallowed their fen^ 
tences without having digefted their 
rules. Notwithftanding, from the hau- 
Uur of h^r manner, (he has awed into 
filence a very promifing young man in 
1^^ f matt- talk way, who was liftened^ 
to very attentively by her ladyfliip fdr 
ibme time, when at laft, in the middle 
pra ftory, Ihe put a queftion in gram- 
mar to him, wbiqh he was under the 
iiedeflity of not hearings though fpokeh 
-deliberate and audibly, and made a pre-- 
cipitate retreat, though with cvidedt 
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confufion, pretending to recolleSi zpr ef- 
fing engagement. 

She alfo conftantly attacks Mn G— ^. 
an agreeable young clergyman, on the 
fub]e£t of compofition and the method^ 
of arranging fcntences, as alfo on tho^ 
ftyle i^roper for particular occaiions,^ 
and has even offered hints for his at-^ 
tention the next time he compofes* 

Thiis very learned lady confiders her- 
felf Angularly happy in the talent of 
adapting her converfation to the cha« 
rafters of her company ; and under this 
idea, a few days fince, fhe tortured 
Dr. -: — , the phyfician of the place,, 
with a long harangue upon the virtues 
of herbs, &c. the advantages derived 
from the ftudy of botany, and a few 
quotations from the elder Pliny in iU 
tiiflration of her remarks.. 
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The other eyenhig, contrary to igy, 
inchnation, I was compelled to make 
one of her party at a card-table, the 
company confifted of an antiquarian, 
>vhp had come to renovate his unbraced 
nerves at the Spa ; an ol Jifh gentleman,. 
of frigid afped^ but who did not dif- 
cover in his aufterity any profundity of 
knowledge; and Mr. G — — , who hav- 
ing read her Ladyfhip's character, feem* 
ed bent on making her the fource of 
his am-ufement ; he talked moft learn- 
edly a long time, tiU (he could no lon-^ 
ger with- hold her admiration, and io. 
token of her approbation, emphatically 
fxclaimed, ;*' That thought has all the 
jiuftnefsof Quintillian, . and the expref- 
lion, of immortal. Tally." This was 
fallowed. by a long and laboured h^^ 
j&angue frx)m her Ladyfhip,, accompa- 
nied by a felf-approving fmile ; at the 
concluiion of which the geatleman re^ 

turned 



4- 
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turned her a pertinent and fuitable 
compliment. 

The Mifs B — '—cs are the moft fol- 
lowed belles by the very young men, 
who are attradtcd by the flippant mirth 
and unblufliing eafe of thefc female 
jockies. I met one of them palling 
through "Long-room-ftreet, equipped 
for the faddle, with a tight unadorned 
hat fitted clofe to her cropped head, 
drefled in a riding habit^ and flourifh- 
ing in her hand . a- fmart whip, with a 
fpur at the end. She marched on, coiif- 
verting *• two mincing fteps into ^ 
manly ftride ;" and flopping at thcdoor 
of the ropmg, where feveral gentlemen 
\vere lounging, bawled out, ♦* Come, 
Rawley, put me on my horfe — Sir 
Jarties, are you for a ride to-day r— I 
am only going to breathe it. to Filjey 

Bay. - .. ..; ; 

The 



I 
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t 
I 

The g^oom at that inftant came in 
fight, leading her filly ; (he beckoacd 
him to the place, faying, " Is it not 
^ fine creature— poor laffie," clapping 
•lier neck. Pelham and Mifs St. Aubyft 
were wfith me, and two of the beaus 
joined us, exclaiming, " Heaven- pre- 
ferve me from fuch a Jack Spuf in pet-^ 
ticoats." 

One of tfacfe gentlemen, Sir Charles 
liarbord, has done me the honour <£ 
behaving fb particular, as to occafion 
my name being fet down with his as* 
one of the matches of this feafon ; biit 
the company of Pelham is prefirablfc 
to every other ; and cah you Wonder 
it fhould, when Difhwood has fchofch 
liiifi for his friend ? — That alone, Ma- 
tilda, implies every quality valuable 
ind pleaCng — at leafl'In my too partial 
opinion^ ^ 
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Ah, my dear Matilda, Dafli wood's 
unaccountable abfence, his negleft of 
even the flender refpedl, the common 
attention of calling at Mountvillars 
Park ; in fliOrt, every thing convinces 
me fome prior engagement has placed 
infurmouiitable barriers to his avowal 
of that regard for me. which Pelham 
intimates. 

* I dideavdur, but in vain, to court 
from gaiety that hajipitoefs which mj^ 
'nikfon tells me I (hall never finct^o 
tAace away, if only for a few fhfert 
moments, the gloom of forrow which 
has long oppreffed my miridv and in^ 
tercepted tht)fe profpeiSls of felicity that 
oftti flattered my hopes. 

i' 
» 

" Sometimes, indeed, a thought fteals 
snifofs my mind that feems to prdmife 
frjore tranquil days when once fet dovtil 
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ill my loved Retreat, whither my aunt 
promifes to accompany me when we 
Ifeave Scarborough, which will hot be 
a great while firft. I (hall by that time 
be of age, and will then place the title- 
deeds in proper hands, in order to en- 
able me to regain the loft eftates of my 
lamented father. 

Innumerable obftacles will be thrown 
in my way, I doubt not, to with-hold 
my patrimonial poffeffions from -mc, 
but I rely on juftice and friends to fup- 
port n^e. I dread too the fatal anni- 
yerfiiry^ when every thing will fuggeft 
.the ideas of laft Spring ; even now 
every little uneafinefs forces into my 
mind a train of melancholy reflexions, 
that abforb my thoughts in the moft 
poignant grief, and prefent a moft pain- 
ful retrofpeiSt of all my fufFerings paft. 
I feel ttem now, indeed, riling apace ; 
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I Will therefore bid vou farewel, Ma- 
tilda, left in my prefent melancholy 
train of ideas I ihould obtrude them 
upon you. 

Remember your afFedlionatc 

Augusta FitzherberTp 
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LETTER XXXVII. 



X 



THE HON. FREDERICK DASHWOOD/TO THE 
HON. HENRY IffOUNTVILLARS.. 

Raymond-Park. 
DEAR MOUNTVILLARS, 

JUST as I was fetting ofF to, enjoy 
the long wi(hcd-for plcafure of 
your fociety, a nmeflenger arrived with 
the intelligence that Lord Raymond 
had been overturned in his carriage, 
and received a dangerous wound ; that 
he was given over by the faculty, and 
wiflied to fee me immediately. 

I fet off accordingly, and with a 
heart agitated N by a variety of painful 
emotions, anxious to behold him, yet 
foreboding a variety of evils that might 

: :: i ^ ^iv T follow 
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follow the interview, purfued fay way; 
and I arrived at Raymond Park juflbia ^ 
tigae to receive his hit words,, or^ as. a 
favoijirite apthor expfefles it> *' to catch 
his. parting treath." 

Oh, Mount villars,: as I apprdached 
hiS: r<>praj what were my feelings ?— • 
The duead of eneoiintering the fight of 
my ev€?-lov,ed Augufta, to behold her 
^he wifi? ©f a brother who had ufed.us; 
both fo cjrueUy, a^d doomed me to en- 
dure the pangs of.difappointed love.-^-** 
But, when I reached the bed from 
^Jheilde his (kpftrtiag 'fptrit: feienied 
ifeady to witjg its flight, every fpark of 
refentment became extin^^uiflied^ iii- neiy 

fecoft. 

It' • r 

w ■ • • ■ 

* ■--.■ '..f, 

•I' wap goiptg .to fpeak t9 hintij .^wKeit 

\^ iloppetj vA^y faying, - :" Frederick, 

■ lw5Ce*s my hand , .thpu art .a. gQ©d .ypu:ng 
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man ; I have not time to fay much— 
but, while I yet have breath to a(k it, 
let nac conjure your attention to my 
dying requcft— As foon as I am d6ad/^ 
go and releafe my injured wife, whom* 
you will find in the Old Abbey, and 
bring her here, that (he may be pre- 
fent at the opening of my will :. I leave 
her two thoufand a year, as a.cbm- 
perifation for my ill treatment of her,' 
and the only expiation I can now make 
for the unmerited fufFerings I have 

caiifed her to endure. ' ' 

. • • ■ . I. ., 

With rtefppft to the gaming dibt of 
Lord Mountvillars, make him pay it ; 
his unprincipled villainy deferVes pu- i 
nilhment ; and, when you fee the 
lovely, perfecuted Augufta — he could 
£ty no more ; his laft breath was qui- 
vcring on bis lips, ready to depart; 
and when he thus fpake, he gave me a 

look . 



{ 
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look expreffive of deep contrition, and 
expired ! — What an awful monitor is 
a death -bed to a refledting mind — and 
when that lafl: fcenc, that paffage to 
eternity, is goaded by remorfe, from 
the painful retrofpe(9: of an ill fpent 
and immoral life ? 

Oh, Mountvillars ! the laft words 
of this brother chilled my very blood. 
But he is dead, and I muft forbear — 
and yet I ihuddered at the hints he let 
fall. " Injured wife ! — ill-treated, per- 
fccuted Augufta ! — confined in the Old 
Abbey !" — Great God, what can be the 
meaning of all this ! — I am' loft in per- 
plexity and doubt — fearful to proceed, 
though the world could not tempt me 
to keep back. 

Come to me immediately, Mount- 

villars,'^ for I need thy friendly counfel. 

VOL. II. B 1 fend 
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I fend this exprefs, and fhall impa- 
tiently wait your arrival with the mef- 
fenger. I fliall not fet off for the Ab- 
bey before I fee you. 

Your's fincerely, 

Frederick Dashwood. 




LETTER 
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LETtER XXXVIII. 

LADY RAYMOND TO MISS FITZHERBERT. 

The Abbey. 
DEAI^ AUGUSTA, 

YOUR letters, my good friend, 
have been my only [confolation ; 
I reajd them over and over again, and 
am continually taking them up, as if 
I had juft received them ; but, alas ! 
they only ferve to make me ^ more 
flrongly regret your lofs, and my own 
privation of all the comfort the world 
can afford. 

I have not ^bought it worth while 
to intrude my .ihelancholy ideas upon 
your more pleafurable moments, fince 
every day with me is but a repetition 

E 2 ^i 
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of the pafl ; and I remain in that de- 
plorable ftate of folitude, which ren- 
ders me unable to do any thing that 
might call off my thoughts from paft 
Icenes. 



Here melancholy fits, and round her throws 
•A death- like filence and a dread repofe ; 
Her gloomy prefence faddens all the fcene. 
Shades ev'ry flow*r, and darkens evVy green. 

f 

Thefe lines were never more appli- 
cable, nor can I think the fate of cloif- 
tered fifters more unhappy than mine, 
entombed as I am in perpetual folitude, 
.or, perhaps, what is worfe, to become 
the haplefs viftim of ftill unfatiated re- 
venge. 

Thofe only can bejir this baneful re- 
tirement whofe hearts and minds are 
whoUv abftraded from the world, or 
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fuch as can form intimacies to which 
they may give the fpecious name of 
friendfliip, but yet keep their hears 
fufpended in fuch eafy indifference, that 
even the profpedl of whole years of ab- 
fence affe<5ls them with no folicitude, 
and pains them with no regret. 

Ideas of mifery have fo entirely oc- 
cupied my thoughts of late, that I 
fometimes attempt to breathe my me- 
lancholy into the form of a fonnet — 
and could my fancy do juftice to my 
feelings, I believe they would be pa- 
thetic indeed — Senfible, however, I 
need fear no harfli cenfure from your 
partiality, I fubmit the following effa- 
lion of a lonely hour* 



£ 3 VK- 
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LAMENTATION of LOANDO, 

A NEGRO 'SLAVE, 

Over his Dying Companion. 



Lo, the day is departing, the tafk is undone, 
Tho' fainting with toil from firft dawn of the 

Sun ; 
Beneath the keen whip fad Loando muft bend, 
For relieving thy fufF'rings and pangs, oh, my 

my friend. 

Your torments, ye tyrants, your cruelties preparCi 
The poor negro flave now*s a ftranger to fear ; 
Each lafli will but tell me thefe arms did defend^ 
And comfort thee, finking in death, oh, my 
friend. 

Now th* hand of ftern Fate is unlinking our 

chain, 
To our dear native land, far from mis*ry and 

pain, 
Thou'rt going where joys long hop'd-for attend, 
To reward all thy wrongs, and blefs thee, my 

friend. 

Concealed 
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Conceard in my heart thy remembrance fliall live, 
And mourning thy lofs every hardfliip forgive. 
Which kindly aJBlling with forrow, will fend 
Loando to freedom, and thee, oh, my friend. 



I am difturbed — ^Juft as I had tran- 
fcribed this humble cfTay of my Mufe, 
I was alarmed by the voice of ap- 
proaching ftrangers — I muft conceal 
this from all eyes ; for if difcovcred, it 
might prove the means of my being de- 
barred the ufe of pen and ink. 



% 4 CON. 
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CONTINUATION. 

Overpowered with joy unhoped, al- 
moft incredible, your happy Matilda 
refumes her pen, to convey intelli- 
gence which I know will be agreeable 
ton)yAugufta. 

I had but Juft rifen from writing, 
and haftily concealed my apparatus^ 
when my old portrefe opened the door 
of my apartment, and told mc a gen- 
tleman wanted tp fpeak with me. — 
Terrified through fear and apprehen* 
fion, I trembled while I followed her 
down to a little room, where flood a* 
young man of an elegant figure and 
deportment, with a countenance that 
befpoke fomething naore than common 

Th 
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The inftant I appeared, he ftartcd 
back, and gazing wildly, cried, in a 
faultering voice, *' Are you. Madam ^ 
Lady Raymond?'*—*^ Unfortunately 
for me, I am, Sir,'^ replied I, making 
a low curtfey. 

The gentleman turned from me in 

o 

the greateft diftrefs imaginable, and 
clapping his hand to his forehead, af- 
ter a fhort paufe, faid, *' Oh, Au- 
gufta, you are loft for ever ! — What 
fat^l miftake is this ?" — I ran and laid 
hold of his arm — ^'* Tell me,-for God's 
fake, what has happened to my friend." 
— ** Forgive me. Madam, if I alarm 
you ; it is my own misfortune I la- 
ment — Pray, is Mifs Fitzherbert your 
friend ? I thought in Lady Raymond 
to have found my adored Augufta ; 
but this fatal, this unaccountable mif- 
take, I fear, has for ever robbed o^ie 

EC ^^ 
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of my peace, my happinefs, and every 
earthly comfoit !" 

I inftantly conjedured that the mif- 
take he alluded to arofe from the cir- 
cumftances ofthat dreadful 'day, when 
you were on the point of being facri- 
ficed to Raymond, and your poor friend 
fo providentially claimed the name of 
the wretch. 

I related to him every circumftance 
that had happened from the firft time 
of my meeting his brother (for I found 
it was your Dafliwood, Augufta, to 
whom I fpoke) and received from him 
the account of Lord Raymond's acci- 
dental death. It feemed to me the 
reftoration of liberty, after the difmal 
and dreary confinement I had under- 
gone ; and my heart felt relieved of 
the load of forrow that had fo long 
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oppreffed it. He likewife informed me 
I muft return with him to Raymond 
Park, according to the lafl: requeft oC 
his brother. 

■ 

He then begged leave to introduce 
his friend, who had accompanied him 
here ; and receiving my affent, he re- 
tired for that purpofe. In a few mi- 
nutes they returned — But, gracious 
Heaven ! what were my feelings I — 
What hope, fear, and joy, in the fame 
moment, agitated my bofom ! — ^The 
arms of my long-loved, long- lamented 
Mount villars, preffed your Matilda to 
his bofom ! — Emotions too powerful 
for words, at length found vent in tears 
of joy — the overflowing of hearts mu- 
tually attached to each other. 

Lord Raymond was ftruck with in- 
exprcflible aflonifliment ; - and when 

E 6 "^^ 



&4 AUGUSTA FITZHERBERT. 

the matter was explained to him^ he 
expreffed the moft heart -felt pleafure: 
at this unexpe<9:ed event. But the* 
name of Raymond 5 by which his Lord- 
fhip addreffed me, rouzed Mountvillars 
from his trance of extacy, and over- 
whelmed me with confufion; every 
wound of^former fufFering bled afrefli r 
I funk for fbme moments bereft of- 
fenfe ;, I endeavoured to tell him all the- 
lad incidents of my life, till time oblig- 
ed Lord Raymond to haften us to the 
carriage, which was to convey us ixn^ 
mediately to Raymond Park*. 

1 have been here feveraldays ; the- 
ftrange rcverfc which that Ihort time- 
has produced, from the depth of defpair 
to unmingled happinefe, is almoft more 
than my feftfes can bear. The will 
has been opened, and I find myfelf in- 
debted to the late Earjl of Raymond for 
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a Jointure of Two Thoufand Pounds per 
J^nnutn. He has proved himfelf, at 
kft, rrot wholly deftitute of honour 
and principle towards his brother and 
your Matilda, who for years has beea 
the haplefs victim of his unfortunate 
paffion. But over his paft errors let 
Oblivion draw her mantle. He was 
mterred kft week at the family vaults 

^n a manner fuitable to his rank and 

'condition in life* 

The feclufion I live in ashis widow^' 
and an obfervance of the etiquette im- 
pofed by cuftom, neeeffarily forbids 
his continuing in the houfe. I forego^ 
for the prefent, deareft Matilda ^ the 
pleafing indulgence I fhould otherwife 
receive in communicating my fincere 
fentiments of your coufin. He will 
fbon fly to his beloved mother and you^ 
whom he longs to fee, whew^ \ ^Q»\i^\. 
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not, he will convince you how feeble 
were the praifes my pen formerly be- 
ftowed. Adieu, Matilda ; and, be- 
lieve, in every lituation of life, you will 
ftill find me continue 

Your afFeftionatd 

Matilda Raymond. 



Iu^t:^^^ 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

MAJOR DELyiLLE TO CHARLES STOPFORD. 

Pall-MaU. 
DEAR CHARLES, 

WISH me joy ! — I am at this mo- 
ment the happiefl: fellow in ex- 

iftence. ** What ! married ?" you 

cry — No, no, my dear friend, not yet, 
but all in good time ; what wonders 
cannot the one thing needful produce ; 
and that Dame Fortune (fearful of not 
keeping up the fickle charafter of her 
fex) has moft unexpededly fupplied 
me with. 

An old lady, whofe partiality to me 
was confpicuous, has fuddewVf tsv^i^^ 
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her exit, and fearing I fhould mifs her 
accuftomcd allowance, has generoufly 
left me (to the utter ruin of fome part 
of her own family) her whole eftate, a 
fortune far beyond my mofl: fanguine 
expectations. 

1 advife you, Ned, for the future, to 
pay a little more attention to the o/J 
girls ; for the young ones are not conn- 
parable to them, and who ^ould be 
fuch a filly fool, as to be dangling af- 
ter a parcel of coquetifti chits, merely 
for their amufement ; and after a whole 
feafon's unwearied, unremitting affir 
duities, to humour and flatter all their 
follies, at,beft repaid only by a few 
fmiles from the pretty ideots, or, per- 
haps, left to curfe one's unlucky ftar« 
at their elopement with fome Jine fel- 
low or other, who has curled our locks 
or ilood behind our chairs. While,. on 
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the contrary, a few foft fpeeches, and 
the facrifice of a few perfonal favours, 
will more readily fubdue the yielding 
hearts, of our fait ancients ; who, kind 
"fouls, while they live; good-naturedly 
makes one's pocket eafy, and at their 
departure leave a grateful remembrance 
behind. 

I (hall now bid adieu to the Duchefs 
of — ^--, her frivolous fuite, and fa- 
ihionable levities, with a heart (though 
ftill recollefting all paft favours) not 
quite fo hardened to the calls of reafon 
and confciencc, as to rejeft the proper 
ufe of an opportunity which Fortune 
has fo propitioufly thrown in my way, 
and quit a fet, with whom to be the 
moft knowing, and perfe£t adept in 
every vicious excefs, is the greateft re- 
commendation ; and the boaft of hav- 
ing led the greateft number of vidtims. 



v^ 
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lo the flirine of modifli infidelity, with 
the unworthy talent of fatirizing, and 
depreciating real worth and merit, 
forms the moft favoured and exalted 
character. 

To fuch and all their ways, I now 
bid adieu. Having for many years re* 
veiled in variety, and had my full ca- 
reer of every gaiety and pleafure, my 
vanity intoxicated with being thought 
the moil fafhionable man about towh^ 
I furrender myfelf to wifdom, and re- 
nounce diffipation. I am pofitive to 
reform ; I will go and arrange lAy af- 
fairs and new eftate, and then — Yes, 
Charles, laugh as you may, I will take 
a wife ; for I am become a convert to 
matrimonial happinefs and domeAic 
comfort, and now ferioufly think it 

is not meet for man to be alone. So 

much for virtuous refolution ! 
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I have not to look out for a partner ; 
for, immerged as I have been in the 
luxury of variety, I have had one in 
my mind and eye for a long time ; one 
that is both young and handfome, and 
what is flill more requifite in fuch a 
connexion, amiable, fenfible, and vir- 
tuous ; her heart and manners untaint- 
ed with the contagion of modifli folly, 
equally formed for an agreeable com- 
panion for life, and fafter to entwine 
the endearing jies that daily increafe 
where a union is cemented by mutual 
afFedlion^ 

Such is the ineftimable charafler of 
Laura Sidney, the only child of the 
late gallant Colonel of that name, who 
died five years fince in India. I was 
then in the fame regiment, and on very 
intimate terms with him ; his wife 
died on her paffage there; grief for her 
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lofs, together with the unhealthinefs 
of the climate, terminated his life a 
few years after, juft as we were pre- 
paring to embark for England. He left 
his daughter and her fortune, which 
was but fmall, under my care, till we 
arrived in this country, and I could 
place her with her relations^ 

V 

Laura, attended by a faithful domef- 
tic, who had been the nurfc and tutor 
of her infancy, left with regret a coun- 
try which contained the remains of her 
tender and aiFe£tionate parent* 

This fweet girl repofed a generous 
confidence in me, as the friend of her 
father, and confidered me as her pro- 
teftor and guardian ; a confidence I did 
not forfeit ; for though my heart was 
not proof .againft fuch angelic purity of 
mind and foftnefs of manners, fo coo- 

"C^VCVIQUS 
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fpicuous in all her words and aftions, 
joined to a moft captivating perfon, 
yet, well knowing the narrownefs of 
my fortune would not admit of my of- 
fering her my hand with any pro- 
priety, 1 never harboured a thought to 
her injury or diflionour ; but, on the 
contrary, though I felt all the ardent 
affeftion of a paifionate lover, the wild- 
nefs of define was controuled by the 
profoundefl admiration of her inno- 
cence and virtue. 

YoH will call this downright love — 
and I confefs it — for I can no longer 
refift the influence of the amiable Laura 
over my heart. With the integrity of 
a brother, I guarded her from every 
danger and infult, and conduced her 
to her relations in Northamptonfliire, 
where 1 fafely delivered up my charge, 
for the time, though with infinite re- 
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gret. — ^But the period is now arrived 
when I can take the care of her upon 
myfelf, and make every proper iac- 
knowledgment to thofe who have ho- 
noured my Laura with their counte* 
nance and friendfhip. 

I have feldom feen her fince ; for 
I was well convinced, with her grati- 
tude, I had engaged the afFedlions of 
the generous Laura, and fearing left 
my vifits fliould be a barrier to her 
peace, I forbore feeing her; which, to- 
gether with my own thoughtleffnefs, 
drove me into the vortex of pleafure 
and diffipation, in them weakly hop- 
ing to fubdue what I then thought an 
unfortunate paffion. This affords a 
clear proof, that in the hey-day of 
youth, when the blood is warm, and 
the pulfe beats high, men have but 
very incompetent idea^- of what will 
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ultimately promote their felicity. But 
fuch diffolute company as I have been 
nccuftomed to, who are eVer eager in 
the purfuit of faftidious pleafures and 
fiAitious enjoyments, have at length 
brought me to that knowledege, and 
produced in my mind a thorough dif- 
guft for all their fooleries ; infomuch, 
that I feel the truth of the Lyric Bard's 
obfervation, that 

Wine more firmly bound the chain, 
And Love would not be cheated. 

And now, my dear Charles, having 
made a full and free confeffion of my 
fentiments, I will fly with Love's im- 
patient wings to tender my hand and 
fortune to the divine Laura, whom I 
hope foon to call by the deareft name ; 
and (hould you hereafter, as I hope 
you will, become a convert to ratioci-a.l 
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enjoyment, and fober, quiet plcafures, 
come and fee the happy example fet 
before you at Lodge, 

The O'Briens are dajhing away at a 
moft extravagant rate ; to my know- 
ledge they are fome thoufands deep in 
debt, and continue rapidly increafing 
on the wrong fide. In my apprehen- 
fion, the poffeflion of this new eftate 
will in the end turn out out to be a 
very great /7;/V- fortune ; * for relying on 
the acquifition, they have launched out 
into an expenditure that will much 
more than double the rent-roll. — It re- 
quires no extraordinary fagacity to 
fee what muft be the refult. 

The Duchefs has kindly helped off 
Mrs. O'Brien with a few hundreds at 
play — but this makes no odds between 
them— for they are great friends^ and 

have 
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have the higheji regard^ and fo forth, 
for each other. 

Adieu for the prefent, Charles, and 
believe me, gay or ferious, I Ihall ever 
remain, 



Ybur's, 



G, Delville. 
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ledlion, as to be enabled me to inform 
you of all that has pafied fince my laft 
epiflle to you. 

Yeflerday your coufin left Raymond 
Park to vifit Lord Mountvillars. De<^ 
licate, and attentive in the extreme, 
has been the behaviour of him and his 
noble friend to your Matilda ; and it 
fliall be the obje£l of my ambition to 
merit a continuance of the efteem and 
approbation with which my valuable 
brother has expreffed his opinion of 
me : he doubly claims my highcfl: re- 
gard, not only for his tender and ea-» 
dearing conduct towards myfelf, and 
the generofity of mind of which I have 
been lately witnefs to in many in- 
ftances, but alfo for that inviolable at^ 
tachment which I am confident he pof- 
ieffes (and with pleafure 1 obferve it) 
for my Augufta. 

Yes, 
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Yes, my beloved friend, the only 
thing now wanting to com'pleat your 
Matilda's felicity, is the feeing youi 
united to the only man I think worthy 
of you. I am perfuaded Lord Ray- 
. mbnd confiders the value of that for- 
tune and title devolved upon him but 
in proportion as it will enable him to 
make a declaration of an afFeftion he- 
•fets fo long ftruggled to reprefs, yet 

Wiflitd to indufge. 

"■ . ■ . . . • 

l^pdMbuntvillars wrote to his Lord- 
Aip a few dkys fince, expreffing mucU- 
tsbntritian for his bad and treacherous^ 
cbftduft-; and as fdme token of that 
amerid6ftent which remorfe and tho- 
rough conviction of part errors had be- 
gan, he had declared his readinefs to- 
difcharge the fum he flood indebted to 
the late Earl, and fignified his inten-- 
tions. of retiring into obiicviuX.'^ ^ ^^^^\^^ 
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to expiate his faults, and recover the 
Io<3, by retrenching his expendknre, 
and denying himfcif any longer the 
fuperfluitiea and enjoyments of the gay 
worlds 

Judge then, Augufta, of the geacro- 
fity of Lord Raymond ! — ^To this let- 
ter, as &Ir. Mountvillars informed me, 
his Lordfliip returned for anfwer : — 
^^ That coofidering JLord Mountvillars 
as the father of his friend, he had de- 
ilroyed the bond ; and that the mod 
gratifj^ing iatisfa^tion he could receive 
in return, would be for Lord Mount- 
villars to attend to his own true inte- 
refts and the welfare of bis worthy fa- 
mily, but in particular to the wifties 
of an only and deferving fon, whofe 
conduct had made a friend of every ac- 
quaintance, and whofe endowments 
had no fuperior but in the goodnefs of 
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his heart ; and that the compliance ef 
Lord Mouutvillars with thtfe wiflies 
would induce him to confider himfelf 
as his Lordfliip's debtor.'* 

How generous and difinterefted is 
fuch a condu£t ! — ^What happinefs muft 
await the woman who becomes the 
.partner of a man capable of fuch exalt- 
ed ientiments — fuch power of felf-de- 
nial ! — My fervent hope» nay, I feel 
more than hope my Augofta will be 
thus bleife d » I muft ftop~Iam cal^ 
led away. 



'4 



W^Nt 
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CONTINUATION. 

m 
■ 

I have not been able to refutne my 
pen fince the morning, having been 
bufily employed in attending my very 
worthy friends, Mr. and Mrs. C— — ^ 
who this day came to fee me ; it being 
the firft time of our meeting fnice the 
night which ib fatally feparated us from 
caeh other. 

I have been the caufe of much dif- 
quietude and anxiety to them ; indeed, 
in my apprehenfion, there ftill remains 
feme traits of it in the countenance of 
Mrs. C — ; for having no children of 
their own, they have, in a manner, 
adopted me In their afFedion, and I 
have ever been treated with the warmth 
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of parental tetidernefs by both of thefc: 
good people, . 

This amiable pair were much" afFefl:*- 
on our firft interview ; they folded me: 
in their arms, and returned thanks to* 
that Providence which had reftored me : 
to them in fuch fortunate oircum- 
ftahcfcs, fo infinitely beyond what, in? 
the moft favourable point of view, they 
could, have expe£ted. Their careffes- 
W€re mingled with tears, and my feel- 
ings U^ere too irrefiftibly awakened to- 
with-hold their tribute. 

So fearful are thefe good friends of/ 
any future mifhap, that they are un-^ 
willing I ihould be a moment out of 
their fight. They fo earneftly entreat- 
ed me to return and fpend the time 
with them^ till I had fixed on a fuit- 
able fituation for myfelf, that I con*- 

F 5 ^'^ViX^'^ 
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Iharing your company and focicty, fo 
univerfal a favourite are you with the 
ladies." 

*' General approbation/' replied Lord 
Raymond, *' is fo leldom attained j 
that I have not the vanity to flatter 
myfelf with a larger ihare than what 
the partiality of fome of my friends 
may beftow ; indeed, the approbation 
of a few, whofe friendfhip I value my- 
felf ill pofTefling,^ is all I aim at, or 
deiire.'* 



. . i i . . L I : 



. " A CHOICE few ypu^mgj^p, I fup- 
pofe/' faid Mr. C— : — .^ >* for friend- 
fhip and love can exift>]p)ut ii^ a partial 



degree.** 



Lord Raymond feemed'i;athej;}vexed 
and embarraffed, and defirqjp to give .a 
different turn to the Gonverfatioi;i:; this ■ 

I happily 



%^ 
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1 happily efFeiled, as his perturbation 
feemed to proceed from fome caufe 
that bore heavy on his mind. 

When Mrs. C-^ and me retired 

from table, we were followed to the 
dodr by Lord Raynaond, who, taking 
me by the hand, fa id, *' Will my dear 
fifter kindly excufe my leaving Ray- 
mond Park immediately, for how long 
I cannot at this moment fay, and 
obligingly fupply my place while I am 
abfent, in refpedtful attention to our 
guefts/' 

I informed him of my intention to 
accompany Mr. and Mrs. C- -to- 
morrow, at their earqieft rqqueft, to 
fpend a (hort time with them. He re- 
plied, '* he never was more inclined to 
be felfifli, and endeavoured to perfuade 
m? to relinquifh fuclx a refplution ; but 
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he hoped, however, at any rate^ Ray* 
mond Park would not be long^-dcfert- 
ed on the account of its foHtary inha* 
bitant, whofe highell: efteem would 
attend me wherever I went, and ia 
every condition of life." 

# 

Having uttered thefe words in anf 
impaffioned tone of voice, he preffcd 
my hand, and with a look of regret 
retired into the dining-room, leaving* 
me to coiT^e(Sture the caufe of fo unex.-- 
pefted a departure. « 

Mrs. C having a defire to fter 

the grounds, and the evdniijg proving, 
fine,- we fpent fome hours in Walking 
over them. You may be fure we wefe 
Ytot filent fpe<Sators of the beauty of 
the fcene ; ne^ we indulged in the 
moft delightful converfation, and 1 
fliall ever reeoUeft with pleafure the 

maay 
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many excellent remarks and judicious 
jDbfervations that flowed from the lips 
of this worthj woman,^ She poffefles 
a ftrong and cultivated underftanding, 
which is heightened by a benignity of 
temper and fweetnefs of difpofition, 
that infenfibly create our admiratioir 
while we are receiving benefit from 
her inftruiSion^ 

As I have not yet given you any de- 
scription of Raymond Park, I will now 
attempt it, knowing it cannot but be 
agreeable: to- Augufta, who rauft feel 
an interefl: in whatever concerns its 
worthy owner; though my feeble. pen, 
I fear, will fall fliort of Con veying. any 
adequate idea- 
It is a noble and elegant flru(3:ure, the 
entrance of which is into a hall fixty 
feet long and forty wide<; the mof is- 
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fupported by fe vera! well executed and- 
fluted pillars of the Corinthian order, 
interfperfed with niches filled with fta-^ 
tues of exquifite workmanfliip ; a fa- 
loon of fuitable extent and breadth,, 
ornamented with paintings and ftatues 
alfo of the beft artifts ; indeed, all the 
reft of the houfe correfponds, «and 
unites tafte and elegance ; the furni- 
ture is in the firft ftyle of fafhion, and' 
truly magnificent. 

The front view is a fine lawn of vaft 
expanfe, beautifully terminated by a 
well planted wood ; the terrace, on the 
other fide, is a mile long, and forms a : 
crefcent, with a-n elegant pavillion at 
each end ; a lovely vale beneath winds 
between the encircling hills, till va-* 
ni(hing gradually out of fight, through 
which runs a clear river, falling here 
and there into charnaing cafcades, not 
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far from one of which, at the bottom 
-df a deep Hoping hill, covered with 
ihrubs and flowers of all the variety 
•of the vegetable world, and a wilder- 
nefs of fweets, is a Venetian bridge^ 
'.leading to a hanging wood, which af- 
fords a delightful fhade over the ad- 
joining meads ; and the fpire of a neigh- 
bouring village church, " bofom'd high 
in tufted trees,'* adds no inconfiderable 
beau tjr. to the rural landfcape. 

In(Jeed| AuguAa, the fituation alto- 
gether is enchantiag; the beautiful 
verdure of a rich cultivated country 
forn)8 a landfcape moft charmingly pic- 
turefque, and delights with the prof- 
pedt; and, I doubt not, from the hu- 
manity of the prefent poffefTor, the 
brilliancy of the fcene will be height- 
ened by his paternal kindnefs to the 
furrounding villagers^ 
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Accept this imperfedt dcfcription, 
which I fliall now conclude with af- 
furing you I remain, with every fer- 
vent wifliy for your health and hap- 
pinefs, 

Your*s, 

Matilda Raymondv 



»^ 
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LETTER XLI. 

THE EARL OF RAYMOND TO THE HON* 
HE19RY MOUNTVILLARS. 

Raymond-Park. 
BEAR MOUNTVILLARS, 

IOin no longer with-hold from your 
knowledge the caufe of that dif- 
quietude which you have remarked> 
and which nothing but feelings too 
poignant to be fupprefled Ihould have 
rendered apparent. 

I am at this moment the n\pft dl- 
ftrcfled creature on earth ; credulous 
and impetuous, my folly ha^ created 
an infuperablc barrier to all the happi- 
nefe of my life. To aggravate cu^ ^- 



i 
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fery, Fortune has fliowered riches and 
.plenty within my reach, but denied mc 
the power of enjoying them in the way 
which couid alone have conferred va^- 
lue on the gift. 

I was deftitute of this fordid poflef- 
fion at the time when that only want 
forbade my tongue the avowal of the 
moft fmcere and ardent paflion for the. 
lovely Auguftk; and now when I have 
futmounted that barrier to my wiihe9» 
ircfh difficulties occur to interrupt tt^. 
.profpefl. 



I told you my reafonft for flying' heh 
fight, and going towards the Lakes, as 
I^proppfed ; when travellings one day 
among thofe ratnantic fcenes, through 
roads rugged and dmgerous, my horfe 
fell, and threw me with great violence 
againft a rocky piece of ground*; the . 
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blow rendered me fenfelefs — Would to 
Heaven my eyes had clofed for ever I 
-7-Surely I am born to be tortured by 
diiappointment. 

On recovering, the firft object I be- 
held was the tender Adelaide de Luzy, 
the deftined wife of your friend from 
our earlieft hiflmcy. She, gentle crea- 
ture, was fupporting my head in her 
arm^9 and rubbing my temples : her 
countenance expreffing the raofl lively 
concern, I eagerly enquired by what 
wonderful event , I found her there : 
She entreated me to delay my curiofity, 
and go with her and her friend to their 
houfe, which was juft by, to recover 
the efFeds of my accident ;* this, in- 
deed, hardly permitted me to walk, 
though the ladies bad the goodnefs to 
fupport me, (my fervant was not with 
rae, having appointed him to meet me' 
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at the place where I intended flopping 
in the evening) we foon entered a neat 
little cottage by the village of ——, 
while her friend, whom I now recol- 
kfted to be the loft, lamented Eloifc 
of Pelharii, refted her head upon the 
fopha by Adelaide, who addreffed me 
in the following words* 

** My ever dear Frederick, how caa 
I tell the joy of my heart that Heavea 
has at length reftored you to my con- 
ftant prayers ! — Can you have forgot 
your Adelaide ? — Six long years have 
not effaced from my memory the faith*, 
ful love I cheriftied for you, landioned 
by the approbation of both our fami* . 
lies. What I have fufFered through 
fear of having loft your afFc<Stion, they 
only can tell who have loved- like me;* 
though, alas ! I am confcious of the- 
Uttle ftiare I pojOTefled, and even, per-^ 

haps, 



I 
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ps, for that indebted to the claims 

kindred, or, furely, the cruel change 

fentiments in my family would not 

iVe kept you from your faithful Ade-. 

ide. 

" I have been perfecuted by ojfFers 
alliance fought out by my mother, 
id the interceffion of a kind friend 
one had influence to make her defer 
>r fome weeks giving my hand to 
lonficur Villemaine ; during which 
me the troubles of my unappy coun- 
y. tore my dear father from his home' 
r follow the army ; the horrors of ci- 
1 war fpread defolation round our 
lateau ; and one fad, dreadful night, 
irough the blazing of that admired 
lace, we had only a few Ihort mo- 
ments to fave ourfelves by flight froin 
ic flames and undifcriminating fury 
f mcrcilefs wretches. 
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'^'My dear brother, my Henri fell, 
cut to pieces by ruthlefs fabres ia our 
fight. We ruflied forward, as you may 
judge, almoft frantic, to ward off the 
deadly blow, when the inhuman fiends, 
infenfible to the calls of pity, and deaf 
to the fupplications of a mother, con- 
veyed her in the moft cruel manner to 
the prifon of . 

^' Thefe human-fhaped beings, who 
cxift as a proof of the turpitude of hu- 
man nature, when once the influence 
of Religion has loft its power, would 
not let me follow her, but drove me, 
friendiefs and unprotefted, among the 
pitilefs crowd : I flew to the convent 
that contained my Eloife. Gracious 
Heaven! how afflitSling the fcene ! — 
All \ the once thought impenetrable 
grates were torn from their hinges, 
and I beheld the weeping train of cloif- 

tered 
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tered fifters, driven from, their peaceful 
habitations amidft the horrid yells of 
favage mirth ; fome, whom years had 
almoil uftiered to the awful bourn of 
eternity^ dragged to fceftes of which 
their innocence could have no idea, and 
the calm compofure of their foaring 
fouls invaded by the horrors of a guilty 
world* 

.** My Eloife, the partner of my 
youth and forrows, bcfought me to fly 
with her to hef family ; but, alas ! 
'there we found no afylum — they ^ were 
no more ! — and the next day robbed 
me of my proteftor and parent ; the 
fanguinary ^ monfters, enraged at her 
refufal to difcover the concealment of 
my uncle, murdered my mother with 
€very circumftance of barbarity — ^yiJth . 
cruelty that has no example in the 
worft of times. 

yoL. II. G E^t^^x. 
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Bereft thus of friends and fortune, 
we forfook with trembling hade our 
native country^ and fought a refuge 
from our woes in England — in Eng- 
land, that afylum of oppreffed inno* 
cencc, that fan<Suary for the wretch- 
*cd, where benevolence is ever prompt 
to afTuage thefuffcrings of diftrefs, and 
in the benignity of Heaven-imparted 
charity^ greets, with open arms, the 
^lien ftraiiger to her hofpitable fhore. 

We met in London a lady with 
whom we had formerly been acquaint- 
ed in Fonce; (he advifed us to em- 
brace a retired (kuation in this diftant 
part, her country feat being (ituated 
in the neighbourhood ; and (he pro- 
mifing to befriend us with every kind- 
tiefs in her power, we readily adopted 
a« advice fo evidently flowing from the 
lympatny of a good heart* 

We 
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•** Wc have now been here for fome 
length of /time, but are unwilling to 
trefpafs longer upon her bounty ; and 
now, deftitute of friends and fortune^ 
you behold us as mifei'able wanderers 
in a ftrange country, where- we have 
every thing to folicit, and nothing left 
4>ut gratitude to repay^ 

** The accpmplifhments that happier 
days' bcftowed tnuft now fupply us 
with the means of fubfiftencc; and 
Heaven has not yet forfaken us, fince 
it has permitted the firft wifli of my 
heart, once more to behold the objc<9: 
it haSi ever held moft dear/^ 

Thus fpake poor Adelaide— and I 
^m not made of ftone-— I thought my 
tieart woFuld have ceafed its fundtions 
at the recital of this melancholy tale ; 
t)ut when rcafon had affunied her em- 

G Z ^\X^* 



124 AUGUSTA riTZlI£RB£RT-k 

pire, I endeavoured to foothe her fbr- 
rows with every condojing expreflion 
that a heart foftened by pity could fug- 
geft* Why had it not returned that 
love (he fo unmeritedly beflowed on • 
me ? I might thejj have fecured to the 
unfortunate Adelaide happier years 
than flie has any profpcd of enjoying 
at prefent. 

You are not, Mountvillars, acquaint- 
ed with this circumflance of my life. 
It firft arofe from my frequenting the 
houfe of Monfieur de Luzy, who had 
married my father's fifter, and reiided 
at Paris. While there, fix years fince, 
with my friend Pjlham, Adelaide dif- 
covered an attachment for me, though 
unfought on my part, which meeting 
the inclinations of bur family, matters 
were fpeedily arranged ; and I, unin- 
terefled by any other objed, obeyed 

their 
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their wiflies. Being both then very 
young, we parted; I to pirrfue the 
tour I had began, in the tifual routine 
of fafhionable travel, and fhe to form 
thofe elegant acconmplifhnaents of whicfv 
-fhe had given an early prefage* 

Soon after my return to Engl'ancf, 
however, which was fudden, on th*e 
account of my father's death, I receiv- 
ed a letter from Moufieur de Luzy, 
fignifylng his intentiorr of uniting hrs^ 
daughter to a nobleman of their own 
country, which was alfo agreeable tx> 
the altered affcftions of x\delaide; 

My friend Pelham, having about tFfe 
fame tirhe met with Eloife de Clarenci,^ 
the daughter of Moniieur de Luzy ; hrs 
heart, warm and fufceptible, conceived 
a ftronsf afFeftioii for the fmart and 
fprightly young Parifian, who was not 
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infenfible to his worth, uut encouraged 
hkn to expeft love for love. But, un- 
fortunately for the wiflies of this youth* 
fill pair, who felt no happincfs afun- 
dcr, (he was deftined to be facrificed 
to th ; aggrandizement of family for- 
tune, and immured in the bloom of 
beauty within the folitary walla of a 
dreary convci>t. 

A fhort time before the dreaded pe« 
iiod which was to confign her for ever 
to the gloomy manfion, an abode fo re* 
pognanf to her afFeftion, and inimical 
to her happinefs,, flie coafented to elopp 
with him. They had almoft reached 
the Hague, where they meant to be 
privately married, when the enraged . 
friends of Eloife,. who had difeovered. 
their routes, overtook them, and tore 
her from the arms of her difappointed 
Jpver,. Pelbam received a wound i«i" 

dsfeuding 
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defending her,, which laid him lifelefs 
on the ground^ while they conveyed 
her back again. 

When recovered from the wound* 
he had received in the conflift, he fol- 
lowed them to Paris, when he was ad- 
ditionally mortified with the account 
that (he had that very day taken the 
veil. The ihock of this intelligence £<y 
much agonized ki& mind, that in a 
ihort time he was reduced almeft to 
. the brink of the grave ; and long, but 
inefFe£tually, did he mourn the lofs of 
hia Eloife, deeming her for ever fhut 
up from the world and his hopes.— 
On her account be has long relinquifti- 
ed every idea of formirtg another at^ 
tachment, thus impofing upon himfelf 
a life of celibacy. With what joy (hall 
I reftore her to his longing^ arms.ir— 
Bjufr to rig£urn». 
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I was confined feveral days by the 
effefls of my fall, and received everjr 
mark of the mqft tender and delicate 
attention from Adelaide and her friepd 
that the pureft afFedion could beftow I 
How could I hefitate a moment in fol- 
lowing the diiftates of gratitude and ho- 
nour ! — How could I leave her defti- 
tute and unhappy, while pofleffing the 
power of rendering her otherwife ! — 
Though forming within myfelf afixed 
refolution ta make her a tender of my 
hand, I could not refift the ftrong pro- 
pen fity I felt to return once more to 
Nottinghamftiirc, in order to afcertain^ 
from indubitable proof, the truth of 
Aiigufta's marriage ; and from that mo- 
ment, (hould I eventually find it to be 
fo, to dedicate my life to promote the 
happinefs of Adelaide, and in her arms 
to (hare the enviable blefling of donief- 
tic felicitj*^ 
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I excufed myfelf under pretence of- 
bufinefs, and with repeated affurances' 
of foon returning, left them. You^ 
well know the various occurrences that' 
have (ince preffed upon my mind,^ 
and occupied my attention. — Judge 
then of my diftrefs, when you are in-^ 
formed of the circumftance that bas' 
givea birth to it* 

Adelaide, grown' impatient from my 
Jiong abfence, after having converted 
their remaining valuables into money, 
to defray the expence of travciHng, fet 
out with Eloife^rn fearch of me. They 
dricoivered where Raymond Park v»^aSy 
and purfued their journey towards that 
place. When they arrived, they flop- 
ped at the Lodge, and fent in a letter, 
iinpl-oring me to come immediately and 
fee them. I went with every potiible 
hafte ; — the fair- Adelaide V\i^\^\\^^owV 

G 5 "^^"^ 



trembling hand towards me. She had- 
been feverely iU fince I faw them j and* 
the dread of dying, fhe faid, witbouC 
beholding me agaiif, impelled her t<^ 
undertake this long journey, though 
at the imminent hazard of her healthy 
which was much impaired, and ftitl 
continued very precarious* 

I directed them to an inn in the town 
of ■ , feven miUs diftant, and 

two hours after followed them oi^ 
horfeback, unattended. I placed them 
in lodgings faitabk to their rank and 
on^e noble fortune, and in a ihort time 
procured proper domeflics to atteikt 
them* 

They wiflied that their condition 
and fituation might be kept a fccrety 
as if known, it would only tend to pro- 
mote idle curiofity and impertinent 



qtwftions. Fatigue and inquietude of 
mind threw Adelaide ?nto-a relapfe of 
iier former illnefs, and fhe is ftill lin- 
gering in awful uncertainty* 

I have informed Eloife that Pelhatn 
lives, and lives ftill mindful of their 
former attachment ; but the lovely fair 
one entreated me to fulFer her to re- 
main in obfcurity and indigence, and 
not force her upon the gcnerofity of a 
man whoy-perhaps, might be influenced 
by no other motive than compaffion to 
relieve her. The delicate fenlibility of 
the forlorn fair one, imprefled me 
favourably in her behalf^ 

After having effaced from her mind 
that miftaken idea, I fent him the pai - 
ticulars this morning of the fingular, 
yet fatal accident that has once more 
reftored Eloife to the long-luft ho^^^ 

G 6 ^^ 
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of her lover ; which when he receive^. 
it, I doubt not will excite far different 
eifnotions than thofe which now agitate 
the bofom of 



Your unhappy 



Raymonds 



UETCT^^ 
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LETTER XLII. 



MISS FITZHERBERT. TO LADY RAYMONDV 

The Retreat. 
DEAR MATILDA, 

WORDS cannot defcribe the ex- 
cefs of joy I felt on reading 
your two laft ktters, which came to 
hand the fame day we left Scarbo- 
i^bugh. Sincerely do I congratulate my 
beloved friend on the unhoped-for 
and unexpedl^d change in her fituation^ 
and the happy profpe£ls which avvait 
her. That every fucceeding year may 
add increafe of ftore to the happinefs 
£he fo juflly merits, is the fervent wifli 
ef her Augufta, who feels her own 
bear a -proportionable fhare» 



\-asccfc 
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I am much gratified that one wKa? 
ftands fo highly in my efteem fhould' 
fo warmly meet ray Matilda's approba- 
tion i of her juft difcernment of cha» 
rafters, I have ever had a good opi- 
nion; and it would therefore be difinge- 
Duous affeftation not to acknowledge it 
was particularly gratifying to my feel- 
ings. I would not wifh to wrth-hold 
the inmoft fecret of my heart from 
your knowledge — Sinccrityform«d the 
feafis of our friend (hip, and I hope it^ 
foundation will never be fapped. In- 
timacies that arc continued through 
deception are ever liable to jealoufy aiid 
miftruft, and rob the mind of the ener- 
gies that fweeleft the intercourfe of fof- 
ci&l lif^«r 

The difintefcftcdnefs which Lor<t 
Raymond has fo lately evinced, 'n^ z 
a moft amiable trait of his charafter.— 

Indeed^ 
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IncfeeJ, it cJoes not furprize m€, nor do 
I believe it will fo aiFe£l any one who 
has the honour of hia acquaintance, as- 
all who know him are prepared to ex- 
peft whatever is great and exalted froi3> 
bis z&Lionsk. 

Biit^ my good friend, I obferve you^ 
have been very fparing of your obfer- 
vafeions- jrcfpeding my coufin. Your 
mt^ft excufe me, therefore, if I expref^ 
my opinion of hi» with fra^iknefs and 
eandouTr 

Mr. Mountvillars; indeed, is all thaC 
his friend defcribed htm to be, or what 
the moft tender parent could defire *<► 
£nd in a favourite child. He met us^ 
here ; but the afFefting interview be* 
t:ween him and his mother, I cannot 
Jefcribe.- — ^I was even xtnder apprehen* 
fion kil the agitation it occaiioned in 
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, - • 

her mind would have been more tharr^ 
in her prefent ftate of health and Spirits, 
fhe would have been able to fupport 
herfelf tinder. 

This amiable young nebleman, whont 
I feel a pride in calling couiin, not 
from his rank in life, but the innate 
goodnefs of his difpofition, already 
feems to regard me with a brotherly 
afFedlion and friendfhip, which it will 
be my ftudy to cuhivate, and my am- 
bition to deferve. His manners- are po- 
lite and engaging, and his affability of 
behaviour renders his company the ob- 
j^di of every 6ne*s defirc. ' But I couW 
wifli there was an addition of one rnore 
to our party, one whom I have parti- 
cular reaforis for thinking would not 
be unpleafing to Mr. Mountv'iilars,-nor 
difagreeable to Matilda. You, I dare 
^fx ^3X1 guefs wKo 1 .rcvt^tv% acid I 
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fondly anticipate the period when every 
obftacle will vanifh that divides thofe 
who are united by the indiffoluble 
bond of fincere afFedion, 

As, the friend of Matilda, I (hall con^ 
fider myfelfas poffeffiiig a double claim 
to the favour and efteem of MountviU 
lars ; and as the firfl inflance of that 
intereft which he has^ kindly promifed 
ta employ in every thing wherein I 
am concerned, he has kindly under- 
taken to convey the title-deeds of my 
eftate to the hands of an eminent law- 
yer, whom he means to inftruft im- 
mediately to take the proper means for 
the recovery. He has fet off with them 
this morning for that purpafe : he has 
infpired me with the mofl: fanguuie 
hopes of fuccefs, and has even gone fo 
far as to fay, he is fo firmly perfuaded 
of the goodnefs of my right^ xki^x. V\e. 
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does not think my opponents will vct> 
turc to contend the matter in a Court 
of Juftice, as it muft eventually ter- 
minate in their, difgrace, and faddle 
them with an expence which their ex- 
travagant mode of living has left thtm? 
little able to bear. 

You wiH not wonder at my de- 
clining all further connexion with 
Lord Mountvillars, whom, if poiSble^ 
I mean to avokl feeing again ; as I 
greatly fear a heart like his, proud and 
inexorable as he has long ihe wn himfelf 
towards nie, notwithftanding his ap^ 
parent contrition and pretended re- 
morfe, cannot fo foon difpel from it 
the revenge it has fo long harboured 
unfatisfied^ At leaf):, with a man of 
his temper, there is always room for 
Yufpicion,^ and diflrufl accoropaittcs^ 
every traiiladtioa,. 
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My dear Lady Mountvillars leaves 
me very foon ; but the fociety of the 
amiable Mifs Pelham will prevent my 
feeling her abfence fo fenfibly at pre- 
fent, as I (hould othei wife have done» 
You may judge then how • comfortable 
I am in the reciprocity of fricndfhip 
with two ladies fo eminently diftin-* 
guifhed by their goodnefs. 

MH$ Pelham 9 in comf^nce with 
fhe €€queik of Lady Mountvillars, and 
my earueft intreaties^ obliged us with 
her company here from Scarborough^ 
jier brother having moft unexpededly 
Jeft that place the day before, in con- 
sequence of a letter he received the day 
before from Lord Raymond, defiring 
Ilim immediately to join him at Ray-p 
-. mond Park* Mifs Pelham is loft i». 
poniefturing what emergent buiinefs 
it could be that required fuch ex^edi- 
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tion ; for he delayed not a moment in 
fetting ofF after having read the letter 
his Lordftiip fent. 

Good Heaven, Matilda, what can be 
the meaning of all this r — There is 
fomething in it extremely myfterious^ 
You faid Lord Raymond appeared very 
much agitated v^'hen the letter was 
brought him from the Ladies who 
were waiting in the chaife. My ap- 
prehenfions, I blufh to own, magnify 
thefe incidents into every thing de^ 
jftruftive to my peace ; my mind is per- 
plexed by a thoufand dt>ubts, and hope 
and fear alternately poflefs my min(& 
But I muft endeavour to controul this 
weaknefs; for why fliould my happi- 
nefs be dependent on the anions of 
Lord Raymond ? — His behaviour to me 
has ever been polite and refpeflful ; 
but he has never encouraged me to ex- 
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peft the reward of his afFedlion, what- 
ever, my own weaknefs may have in-j 
duced me t^ hope. 

Oh, Matilda ! I fear you but wrote 
as you wiflied it were, in faying Lord 
Raymond felt a partiality in favour of 
poor Augufta, or had in his behaviour 
manifefted an intention of the nature 
you fpcak of. — Ah ! no — fome prior 
affeftion, fome happier fair one, pof- 
feffeSj I^m fully perfuaded, the heart 
of Lord Raymond. But why fhould I 
regret, if lie is happy ; or even indulge 
the flattering hope your kind letters too 
pleafingly hold forth to my enraptured 
imagination, I muft now relinquifh 
every fond, delufive idea, and prepard 
to meet with fortitude the ftroke that 
muft for ever banilh all thoughts of 
feature happinefs from my perturbed 
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It is too plain Lord Raymond never 
pofleffed any particular attachment for 
me ; or why did he not declare it when 
his brother^s marriage was made pub- 
lic ? But I will quit a fubged, that hav- 
ing its foundation on my haplefs fate, 
can only tend to excite emotions in my 
bread, that, however difficult the taik, 
I mu ft endeavour to (upprefs — ^to drive 
the illufion from my mind, which to 
cherilh muft be deftruAive to my tran- 
quillity. 

I much fear my letter will be tinc- 
tured with that melancholy which the 
re-vi(it of this abode of happier days 
has infpired. But as ingratitude is 
juftly reprobated as the worftof crioiee^ 
i will become thankful to that Beings 
who ha • beftowcd bkflings on me 
which thoufands are denied, and fub- 
cnit with refignation to thofe affli^ions 
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which Heaven has been pleafed to 
make the ordeal of my truth and fin- 
cerity ; — to approve myfelf, if poffible, 
within the circumfcribed limits of hu- 
man capacity, worthy of thofe benefits 
which, under the permiflion of Divine 
favour \ enjoy, by contributing, in the 
true fpirit of Chriflianity, my utmoft 
-efforts to promote that happinefs in 
others, which I am doomed never to 
<njoy. 

In this chearlefs fituation, I have 
a requeft to make, which, as I knov/ 
it effential to the reftoration of compo- 
fiire to my mind, I am perfuaded Ma- 
tilda will not hefitate to comply with ; 
need I add, that it is the pleafure of 
your fociety when you leave C*— — 
Lodge. There may be fomediflSculty 
to quit your worthy friends, but it is 
not fair they ihould engrofs you altd- 




I 
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together. In tde gentle Amelia you 
will find a fweet and agreeable compa- 
nion, with whofe converfe you will be 
entertained^ and afford heart-felt fatis* 
fadion to 

Your fincere 

Augusta Fitzherbert. 
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LETTER XLIIL 

ft 

THE EARL OF RAYMOND TO THE HON. 
HENRY MOUNTVILLARS* 

Raymond-Pari. 

i>;eak mountvillars, 

IRcfume my pen, but with a heart 
di/lraded by confli<Sting paffions. I 
mufl call in the aid of my utmofl phi* 
Ibfophy to ftrcngthen my fpirits, and 
coropofe my mind fufficiently to give 
you ? detail of the fingularly diftrefling 
occurrences which have happened fince 
•I wrote you laft^ 

Pelham came here with the utmoft 

ft 

fjieed, and with an anxiety of mind 
that you may form forae of vdt.^ ^sS.^ 

VOL. II. H vJcioxi^ 
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though no defcriptioii could rcprefent 
it with adequate efFeft* He would 
hardly be perfuaded to ftop a few mo- 
ments, and hear a (hort account of the 
various circumftances which led to the 
difcovery of the objeft of his adora- 
.tion, before he fet off for , with- 
out even fending to prepare her for fo 
interefting an interview, fo impatient 
was he to have the beloved Eloife rc- 
ftorcd to his arms, and comfort once 
more to irradiate the dcfpondency of 
his mind* 

When he returned, he Was over- 
whelmed with gratitude, and'difcon- 
• certed me with its efFulion*^* fo feel- 
ingly was he impreffed with a fenfe of 
the care and attention I had fhewn* to 
his favoured fair. Never did Pclham 
appear in a more favourable light ; for 
though he fecmcd at the very fummit 
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of happincfs (having obtained from 
Eloife a promifc of her hand as foon as 
.the neceflary arrangements could he 
made) yet his generous foul felt ib 
much the pangs of difappointment that 
%vere daily increafing the wretched ftore 
of his friend's misfortunes, that could 
it have availed, he would readily have 
poftponed his own felicity to have any 
ways contributed to mine. 

Oh, Mountvillars, with what rap- 
ture I dwelt on every word that fell 
from his lips concerning rriy adored 
Augufti I — The defcription of every 
little incident relating to her; 1 have 
made him repeat over and over again, 
and ftill liftcned' with greedy attention 
to the twice-told tale. I feel my ad- 
friiration of her incrcafe every hour, 
•and the moft ftrinute circumftance that 
relates 't6 her hnghtcAS Vk^t c)a^\\^^^ 

' HZ ^"3 
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my mind's eye, with the moft pleafiDg, 
though, perhaps, dangerous fenrations ; 
^nd thefe Pel ham ia a great degree 
creates, who, thinking I am not wholly 
unworthy in her eyes, is continually 
enlarging upon her amiable qualifica* 
tions, and adding frefli ftrength to the 
hopelefs flame I feel my inclination 
too prompt to cherifh. 

What have I not to thank my worth- 
lefs brother for ! — but he is no more, 
and I muft fupprefs my fentiments-— 
•that peace be to his aflies which his 
cruel condudl in life has for ever de- 
prived me of. 

For worlds I would not be convinced 
of having done an adtion fo dreadful, 
as to diftuib the ferenity an^ happinefs 
of the only woman on earth I Jove.— 
No^ mofl beloved Augufta,' may feli- 
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city, 'pure and animated as are your 
virtues, ftill attend you, whatever mt- 
fery it may be my fate to endure !-r-^ 
But my everlafting attachment to you, 
though it deftroy my peace, and ren- 
der me the viftim of defpair, fhall Blfo 
prove the unvarying fmcerity of my 
heart. 

I yefterday went with Pelham to 
fee the innocent and lovely author of 
my fufierings. I found her ia a moil 
alarming flate, and immediately, un« 
known to her,, difpatched a meifenger 
to town for another phyfician. She 
was lying upon a fopha, with the ten** 
der Eloife weeping over her,, negleft-^ 
ful of her own happinefs, and contenx- 
plating in filence the melancholy fitua- 
tion of her loved and valued friend 
Adelaide ; a faint blufh overfprcad her 
wan and pallid cheek, whcn^ oii \s^^ 

H 3 ^^^xo^.OcL— 
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approaching towards her, fhe hdd out 
her hand, and with gliflenlng tears of 
gratitude and afieftton^ addrefied mc 
ia the following words. 

•* How kind is this attention to a 
poor^ hetplefs, and diftrefied invalid ! 
biit, alas ! I fear you are not well ; you 
look unhappy — Oh, tell me, am I the 
wretched caufe of anxiety and unwfi- 
nefs to you ?-^I had rather die thatt 
Iiurt you, or be the means of difturb* 
ing your quiet for a moment ; indeed^ 
my Frederick, I would.'* 

** Do not,*' I replied, ^ my loved 
Adelaide, let unneccflary apprehen* 
fions on my account prove the meana 
of retarding your recovery ; ihould 
Heaven again rcftore you to heakh, as* 
it is the moft fervent wifli of my heart, 
be aiiured it will be -the, firfi cbjeft of 
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my. endeavour to interliak your happi* 
ncfs wkb flay own.*' 



At tWs moment, a fighj^ which 
vainly ftrovc to fupprefs, forced its 
paOage. She fixed her expreffive eyes* 
upon me, and with a foftnefs of voice 
and accent that trembled on the ear 

■ 

while it thrilled the hearty thus ex« 
ffdiTed berfelf : 

t ■ 

: *^ Dear a3 you are to me> moft be- 
lOvifid of mtin^ death would be more 
welcome to mc than an union which,, 
in its confequences, might render you 
unhappy. The difpofal of our affec- 
tions is not always in ouf own poWer ; 
and if that heart, which it would have 
been the pride and joy of my life to 
pofTefs is beftowed on one of your own 
lovely countrywdraen, ceafc to indulge 
meiu the blifsful hope of caUidg "joa 

H 4 \SiAS:w^^ — 
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mine — ^Let not your generous compaf^ 
fion, Frederick, for an unhappy girf, 
an alien in your country, bereft of pa- 
rents, and deftitute of friends, betray 
you into a ftep that might rob your life 
of all its enjoyments, and for ever doom 
you to wretchednefs and forrow — the 
fuffering Adelaide would rather die ten 
thoufand deaths than feek her ownhap^ 
pinefs by means that would be prodyc* 
tive of your mifery." — ^Here her rea- 
foning, pathetic and expreflive as it 
was, feemed to overcome her own ied^ 
ings— -fhe flopped, and burfl into a vio- 
lent flood of tears* 

Ob, Mountvillars, wfcat did I then 
endure ? — At that moment, even your 
beautiful coufin was forgot in pity and 
admiratic»i of the unfortunate Adelaide^ 
I knelt by her, and taking her hand^ 
entreated Iier to calm, her fpiritSi,. and 
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live for my fake — that my future daysr 
ihould he dedicated- to make her happy^ 
and that her endearing regard would. 
be ever held in my grateful recolleo* 
tao»» I urged her to try every means-: 
preifcribed for her recovery^ and look- 
forward to that event, which I antici- 
pated . with pleafure, and!> if Heavea 
proved propitious to our wiihes:,. no- 
thing on my part (hould hinder ; when,^ 
m- bleffing me with her hand, I fin- 
cercly hoped 1 (hould be able to guard 
her agaii^ future misfortuxxe or ua^ 
happinefs* 

What could I do rr— Say^ ynH^tV woukS ypu \mv(^ 
donei 

« ■ » 

Judge of my feelings in fuch- a fitii-r 
ation !-7-Oh, my friend, had you feen. 
idle lovelyv intereflti>g,objeft before Bne^ 
a prey to the pangs of uj3iFeturncd love^ 



worn almoft to the grave by illnefs, a». 
exile from her native country^ deprived' 
df every relative and friend file helc^ 
dear, your heart, like mine, wouldi 
have prompted you to mfake the famei 
facrifice I did^ of every future pro^effc 
with my dear Augufta^ But 1 deter- 
mined to fulfil the promife } made,, 
wbicb no felfifli confideratiou ihouldi 
induce me to forego*. 

Before I left Adelaide, I had the fa-^ 
risfailion of feeing her much better j 
fhe was more compofed in her mind,* 
and chearful in her converfation ; this- 
brightened up the features of Eloife,. 
and in contributing to her happinefi,. 
evidently gave much fatisfadtionto her 
admirer Pelham. 

. The phyfician, who arrived before J 
left the place, affiired us there were 



good groundd to- hope her difardet was 
taking a favourable turn, as her mipd 
fbetned infinitely more relieved* froi»^ 
the weight that had hitherto opprefied 
k^ . an4. countera£ted the benefit of me-^ 
dlcines. 

The footbing confolation of havin*g\ 
contributed to the peace and happinefs 
of three fuch deferving people, was all 
that fupported your unhappy friend- 
from finking under the load of his own 
torturing refledtions, from which I 
have now fought this relief, by im- 
parting them to my friend — a friend 
from whofe generous fympathy I may 
find that comfort, that lenient balm 
to a mind difeafed, which leflens the 
afflidtions impofed by an adverfc fate,, 
and ftrengthens fortitude to fupport 
us under thofe fevere trials that from 
weak nature we are expofed tov 

h6 \^^ 



^jlt AUGUST & rrTKHERlXRT, 

there are in the world ! — How is it 
poffible that a man who has been fo» 
long the admiration of the gay and fa- 
fhionable, (houW be a convert ta dulnefs 
and infipidity, and all the taftelefs en- 
joyments of vulgar, domeflic life. 
■» 

Could you have believed it poffible 
that the gay, the fafhionabic Delville- 
would have ever been funk into that 
ftupid, droning animal called a fcr^*- 
band ?-— and^ worfc than &11, to fix on 
iWic of thofe beings known by nobody, 
who flays at home all the week, atid 
goes to church on Sundays. Heavens J 
J am quite out of patience with the 
man ; but I apprehend he wiU haveihe 
-fenfe to. keep his deary in the country 
where fee grew, a.s I fdocy, 'from the 
inittire of be r vegetation, flie will: jral 
do for a tranfplant into the regions of 
tofte and fafhieft,. ... ^ ^ 

V- kit 

. '. - Now 
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. Now I am fpeakuig of the country^ 
I am much concerned in finding that 
poor Harriet will be under a temporary 
necejjity of retiring from the obfervation 
of the public eye for a few months.-^ 
1 wonder fhe coulA be la improvident 
ill her look-out for a hufband, whea 
ihe found confequences were likely to 
become fo apparent ; fdr any thing that 
ean make« a fettlement, and be oc^an 
fionally blind, will do for a hufband ; 
to be fure, ihe could not think of mar-t 
jrying the *4nan of her heart, for that 
would be a palpable breach of ■ friend- 
ships 

We muff, however, have fame com<» 
paffion for her fituaticm, aa great aU 
lowance.fhould be made for her inex-i 
pcrience. .Charity^ the old folka fey^ 
is. a * commendable virtue ; . we mufl:^ 
therefore, introduce her. ag^ into tbd 
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world, when it is convenient for Rer 
to be feen again, and hu(h up the af^ 
fair, if oulj for the credit of one's ac- 
quaintance. 

We \ did I fay^ — I am afraid I 
fhall {land little chance in future of 
having much concern with thefafiiion* 
able world. Only think what a (hock- 

ing calamity has befallen us ? The 

title-deeds of Fkzherbert Caftle have 
been found in the very place I had or- 
dered to be pulled down to make fbme 
improvements for the accommodation 
of the company at my next grand j&/^y 
and, unfortunately, the blundering fook^ 
conveyed them to Mrfs Fitzherbcrt, 
whais juft come of age,, and has com* 
menceda law-fuit for the recovery ;. fa 
that O'^'Brien and n^ are likely: foon ta 
be in; a fine plight : he has debts o£ 
houcmf to the amount of fome thou- 
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iand pounds, befid^s large b;lls to mofl 
o£ the tradefmen with whom we dealt ; 
iu-adiitk^n to which, I am feveral hun- 
dreds out of pocket, of which he is en- 
tirely ignorant, as alfo many long ftand- 
mg accounts at the fliops where I have 
ufually dealt for trinkets, and other ne- 
ceffary articks of faffiion. My jewels 
rflib have a- heavy i3(lortgagc upon them 

in the hands ^f the ufurious ^ wha 

you know will not advance a fingle 
guinea upon our words. 
^ I ■ • 

, What is to be done, I know oot^ 
in this unfortunate dilemma ; lor I ne- 
ver will confent quietly to fneak away 
to Ireland, — No, I will firft try all the 
various ways that dear London can af- 
ford,, to raife the fupplies for our cur- 
rent expences, which, I affurc you,^ 
^are not inconliderable^ — I an^ young, 
dnd.am told,, not quite forbidding in 




163 AUGUSTA FITZH£RB£ILT% 

perfoQ or maaoer; therefore^ will not 
^ive up all the dear plefifurabledeligBfts 
for which my heart daily paats^'.aml 
>youM kill me to relinquiih. . ■>. 

If your Grace can point out any new 
mode to get rich that I am uiiacquauat'> 
ed withy you will render <ne the moft 
eflential fervice by giving cne the hint* 
What a horrid thing it is that a free 
and generous fpirit (hotild ever be cuiIm 
ed by diftrefs ! — rit is uiclefe fcoi £omr 
plain to one's fober acquaintance, for 
they tire: Us With theii" maxims of {jru- 
dence, and preach up economy till we 
are (ickened with the ytry thought^ 
as if life could be endured by peribnt 
of high fpirit, if their pleafures were 
reftrifled by the cold formality of the 
, ridiculous rule, to be juft before we txt 
generous — it would abfolutely nip our 
pleafures in the bud, and convert all 
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that is gay and fafhionable into the un« 
fociable cnorofenefs of furl^y ill*natured 

monlky. 

1 ~ » 

. Wc Ihall foon fet off for town ; and 
thbn, adieu to all tny air^bu'dt caftied, 
the dear delufiona of tsiy Kixurtant fsui^, 
cy, that have oftea foftened the fcve-« 
rifles of. a painful fefledioQ, and difii-* 
pftted the gloom of a cfaearlefs hour ; 
they are all vaniihed^.aiid, as I fear our 
faftuoe will be, ^^ leave not a wreck 
behiad/^ 



y 



I muH: bid a long adieu, likewiie, to 
the dear old Curate, of whom I have 
the vaoity to 'believe I have made a 
conqueft ; as 1 have ofleii been the ocU 
cafioa of his (kipping whole pages^ aiid 
leaving out words. Laft Sunday, (fo* 
I always go to church in the country^ 
the momiags are ib tedious) when he 
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came to that part of the fervice where 
be ought to have read •' divine fpirit," 
he was looking at me, and blundered 
out " divine creature !'* — The congre- 
gation ftared w ith adonifhment at each 
olher; fome doubting whether the 
reverend lover had not taken a glafs 
too much before he entered on the du-' 
ties of the day, and others malici6u(ly 
iniiouating his thoughts were not al-* 
together fpiritual.. In fliort, it is be- 
come quite a village talk ; and,' per- 
haps, the poor man will through life. 
be diftinguifhed by the appdlatic^ of 
^ine creature i 

And now, as it no longer rcmakis 
doubtful of my being the obje6l of his 
adoration, it' is time for me to decamp, 
having no more mifchief ta exercife. 
my ingenuity and create my amufe- 
ment, or any inducement longer to fe- 
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qUefter my felf among the Gothic rudc- 
ncfs of country boors. 

Write foon, my dear Bell- and be- 
live me to remain, 



n 



Ybur's, 



Helen O'Brien. 
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LETTER XLV. 

t 
r 

THE EARL OF RAYMOND TO THE HON. 
^ HENRY MOUNTVILLARS. 

Raymond'Parh 
DEAR MOUNTVILLARS, 

ADELAIDE, the poor, unfortu- 
nate Adelaide is no more !— ^Thc 
fair invalid for many days gave flatter- 
ing omens of recovery ; and I watched 
with anxiety the moment of amend- 
ment, that we might go through the 
ceremony that fliould irrevocably unite 
our hands. 

Neither wonder or blame, Mount- 
villars — My mind, fortified with con-i 
fcious redlitude, difmiflcd all thoushts 



AOOUSTA FITZHERHERT. ^67 

of fclfilh happinefs, and I devoted my 
whole attention to affuage the fufFer- 
ings of poor 'Adelaide ; I endeavoured 
to cheer her languid fpirits by deline- 
ating the happy years that awaited her, 
when the warmeft efforts €^ a grateful 
heart fliould be made the rec(Jmpence 
tof all the ills (he had endured ; and had 
Heaven allowed the trial of my fince- 
rfty, (he would have feeen convinced 
t^Mttlthen fpoke the real feelings of 
lAy befart. 

'' Yci, Mount vittars, it wars my fixed 
refdlbtion th-at my fwect coufiil (the 
tteparted Adelaide !) (hould never have 
liad caufe to lament that my afFedkions 
were unalterably attached" to Augufta ; 
drfippointment might have corroded 
rtiy oWh peace, but (hould never have 
influenced ray conduft to the injury of 
her felicity ! — My uivha^'m^^% ^w^^ 
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have been buried within my own bo« 
fom, and conjugal endearment fhould 
have folaced the pafling hours of poor 
Adelaide. 

■ 

Imagine then, my dear friend, the 
ftroke I experienced, when a fortnight 
fince fhe fent for me, and, unable to 
receive me below, I was admitted to 
her dreffing-room ; there flic fat re- 
clined in a chair, wrapped in a long 
white gown, her countenance emaci- 
ated and pale; the luftre of her jSnc' 
dark eyes, then clouded in tears, no 
longer fparkled with their ufual cffnU 
gence. Never did I behold an objed 
fo diftreffing ; her appearance thrilled 
my very foul ; flie attempted to fpeak, 
but her utmoft efforts for a longtime 
were in vain : I prelled her jcold hand 
to my heart, and faid all that in my 
anguifhtd flate of mind I could con« 



i 
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ceivc, or find words to cxprefs with 
effect. 

After fome ftrugglc, (he was at 
length able, though fcarcely audible^ to 
articulate thefe words, which excited 
the admiration, while the/ irr)efiftibly 
forced tears from all prcfent. 

*^ I wiflied to fee you once more, my 
4tear Frederick. Death approaches mc 
with hafte*— I feel his icy hand — ^all 
the joys, all the happy years which my 
fanguine hopes had treafured up in 
idea, and cheriftied in my bofoni with 
rapture, are vanifhed — vanifhed for 
ever from my fight ; but I (halt die * 
with pleafure and in peace, fince you 
hilve not forfaken me ; fince your kind- 
nefs has ejjtended itfclf even to the laft 
iMdment ^ my ?xifi:ence ; your ten« 
dernefs Hfes fmoothcd tV\e ^^^-s.^^^ ol 

VOL. J I. I eV^txivVr* 
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eternity, and irradiated my latter end 
with the beams' of heavenly confola- 
tion — thus fupporting my clay-cold 
body, while my fluttering fpirit prunes 
its trembling wing to take its eternal 
flight. 

** The only remaining wifli," added 
(he, ** that now occupies my mind, is 
to fee my beloved Eloife fecure in the 
proteftion of your friend. Gould 1 but 
fee them united in my prefence, I 
fliould die contented/' 

Here (he paufed — and turning to the 
jv^eeping Eloife, obtained her confent 
to beflow her hand on Pelham. He 
was in the Houfe, as was a clergyman, 
whom Adelaide had requefted to attend 
her before I came. She had been edu^ 
cated in the Proteftant faith, atthfe re- 
queA of her mother, and had through 
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life continued ftedfaft in the principles , 



fhe had been taught. 



They both entered the room of for- 
row and of death, and the hands of 
Pelham and Eloife were immediately 
joined. Adelaide foon after, exhaufted 
with talking, funk upon niy breaft, 

fiaintly articulating ** Farewel for 

ever,** and expired. 

No painful ftruggle impededthepaf- 
fage of her fpotlefs foul to the regions 
of immortality : her features afTumed a 
placid fmile, and the only trait offor- 
row on her lovely face was the invo*- 
luntary tear that dropped from my eyes 
when bidding her a laft adieu, and loft 
in contemplating the awful change ! 
—a change to which we are every mo- 
ment liable, and againfl which youtK 

affords no fecurity. — ^To w itu^fe ^^Vw^ 

12 rcvotcv^vvvs 
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moments of a departing friwdf ftrikcs 
home more to the heart than ^ji the 
differtations that have ever enriched 
the literary world with their btauty pnd 
elegance-*-tbc fubliraefl: cffufions of 
piety qnd philofophy^ 

The ill-fated Adelaide repofe? in the 
church-yard of -r-— , whar^ I havo 
crefted a plain marble monupifent to 
her memory, infcribed with a concife 
record of her fufferings and of her mis- 
fortunes. 

The united endeavours of Pelham 
and myfelf prove unavailing to appeafc 
the forrow of Eloife. The lenient 
hand of time, however, it h to be hop-^ 
cd, will heal her wounded fpirit, and 
reftore that comfort and peace- of mind 
fo effential to her own well-being, and 
lb frujtlefs, thougji iv^X^tal to the me-i 
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mory of a departed friend, fo juftly 
high in her eftimation. 

Wifhes, only hufhed, but never fub- 
dued, begin to aflaii my bofom,* though 
the ideas of delight they rouze again 
are yet unindulged, pain preponderates* 
Adored Augufta ! — May I not now, 
Mountvilkrs, hope the time is not far 
diftant, when my long concealed love 
may with propriety folicit from her 
lips its future fate. If 1 may truft the 
accounts of Pelham, fhe will not dif- 
regard the vows of her faithful Ray- 
mond. — How eagerly do we lay hold 
of the flighteft circumftance to ground 
the airy fabric of our imagination ! — 
But the determination of Augufta alone 
can for ever realize or deftroy the fan- 
cied fcene. — May that be propitious to 
my wifhes ! — then pointlefs will l^ the. 
(hafts of Fate. , 

13. ^ '^^'^ 
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The moment fome neceffary arrange- 
ments are compleated here, I (hall haf- 
ten to the Retreat, where the beauti-^ 
ful Augufta will fcal my doom — whe- 
ther happinefs or mifery awaits 



Your unalterable 



Raymond. 



/ 



\Kt'T^^ 
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LETTER XLVI. 



MISS* FITZHERBERT TO LADY MOUNT* 

VILLARS. 



The Retreat. 
DEAR AUNT, 

I Ought, and really intended, to 
have made ufe of the permiffion 
you gave me, to trouble you with a 
letter before this time ; but I was un- 
willing to intrude upon you (having 
alreiady been the caufe of fo much un- , 
eafinefs) thofe melancholy thoughts 
which could not fail to flow from my 
pen, accuftomed as I have been to lay 
open the undifguifed feelings of my 
heart, when converiing with one, who 
by every tie of gratitude and afFeftion 
claims the utmoft fmcen\.y, 

. . / 14. \TV^^ 
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I need not inform my dear aunt th« 
hours of anguifli I have pafTed fince 
parting with her, in expcdation of the . 
Earl of Raymonjl's marriage with Ade-« 
laide de Luzy, whofe hiftory, with 
that of her coufin Eloife de Clarenci, 
1 imagine Mr. Mountvillars has already 
made you acquainted with. 

Ycfterday my fpirits being more 
than ufually depreiTed^ and unwilling 
to damp the chearfulnefs of my kind . 
friends, I AroUed out, and loft in pen- 
five thought, purfued ray way till I 
came within iight of the road, when 
a chaife and four, driving very quick, 
rouzed me from my reverie ; judge of 
my furprize when I beheld it was the 
Raymond livery. I was feized with 
fuch a violent trembling over my whole 
frame, that had I not been near the 
feat round our favo\ix\l^ o^\5l^ I really 



y 



bdlievd I Q^vM have dropped, for n^ 
At^iiglh hsA ([xiitt fotfook me. 

• Before I ha^ time p^rfeftfy to reco* 
V» tnyMfi ^t^^ Raytootid advanced 
to^ardfs me« I rofe np^ but iinaMe te> 
AaiJd, reftififted my feat. His Lord-* 
Ihip, likewife, appeared not without 
fome embarrafTment, but which he 
prefently dvercamef 

'*' After this (htott paufe^ bis Lordffiip 
fai^ ** I fe^' I have ai^aned yotf,'^ and 
took his feat by me. *^ Mifs Fit:25ber-» 
bert, I hope, will not confider me as an 
intruder ; and flie muft allow me to 
fay, that thus opportunely to meet h6r 
is the circumftance I moft ardently de* 
fired/* 

^^ Lord Raymond,*^ faid I, ^^ czj;% 
never be confidered otheicviVfe \Jw^^ •^^•*: 
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generous friend, whofe company mufl be 
always welcome to one who gratefully 
remembers his kind friendfliip. If 
your. Lordihip will atcomp^i^ me to 
the houfe, you will find thofe who, 
I am fure, will be happy in the honour 
of receiving fo agreeable an addition to 
their fociety/V 

" I wifli, my dear Mifs Fitzherbert,'* 
replied his Lordfliip, " to be indebted 
to your real regard, rather than your 
politenefs for fentiments fo very flat- 
tering." 

. ** You do not 4oubt my fincerity, I 
hope, my Lord," faid I, afFefting a 
vivacity foreign to my feelings ; but 
which the idea of his being married 
compelled me to aflume, though I 
found no fmall difficulty in feiguing 
the indifference. 

♦* I do 
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" I do not/* returned he, with an 
tinufual gravity, '* and I am about to 
put it to the.teft, that I may the better 
afcertam the deftiny that awaits the fu- 
ture part of my life. — Oh, moft adored 
of women, I entreat you to believe 
that you alone are the; obje£t of my 
fondeft afFedlions and moft perfect 
efteem, and " 

•** Pray, my Lord, fufFerme to go,'* 
faid I, haftily rifing from my feat, 
** this is language I cannot in prudence 
liften to.'' 

** Beloved Augufta," faid he, de- 
taining me, ** kill me not with the 
knowledge of your aver (ion ; I am al- 
ready overwhelmed with a thoufand 
apprehcnfions ; to fay how much, and 
how long I have dwelt on your per- 
fedions, is impoffible; if that heart 

I 6 whlcl\ 
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which I have fo long, fo fervently 
fighcd to pofiefs, is not already beftow*^ 
cd on fome fortunate man, fufFer me 
to hope that you will unite your def- 
tiny with mine, and it fhall be the con* 
ftant objeft of my life to merit fo di- 
ftinguiflied an approbation* 

The furprize, confufion, and a va- 
riety of emotions, too painful to fup- 
prefs, found vent in tears, and I had 
nearly fallen off the feat ; he fupported 
me in his arms, exclaiming, " For 
Heaven's fake, my fweet, my lovely 
Augufta, what is the reafon of all this ? 
How have I oflfcnded ? — Speak to me, 
I entrfeat you.** 

As foon as I found myfelf fuffi- 
cicntly recovered to fpeak, I faid, 
•* My Lord, are you not already mar- 
ried ? — ^Why is this unaccountable be- 
haviour ? 
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haviour ?— For the fake of Heajveny 
let me go." 

" No, never, deareft of women* 
Forgive me," faid he, " till I have ex- 
plained a condud v(^bich you feem to 
think improper.'* 






He then informed me of all that ha<i{ ' 
pafled between him and th« unfortu^' 
nate Adelaide, and the fatal miflake he 
had been under in thinking me married 
to his brother. 

Oh, my dear aunt,, will you exeufe 
your Augufta, when I tell you that 
Lord Raymond wrefted from me the 
fecret which I meant for ever to have 
buried within my own breaft — ^my at- 
tachment to him ; nor can I regret it, 
fince it ha^ made him happy, who, un- 
der every confideration, is fo juftly en- 
titled 



"N 
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titled to be fo. Indeed, now that the 
fecret is out, I find my heart much* 
"^ more at eafe, than for a long time I 
have felt it. 

Lord Raymond is now here ; and 
with Matilda and Amelia, what more 
can I defire than the prefence of my 
deareft aunt to complete our happinefs? 
His Lordfliip intends writing to Lord 
Mountvillars and yourtfcif by this poft; 
the purport you will partly anticipate ; 
and I well know your partiality for 
him, and good wiflies towards your 
Augufta, needs not my recommenda- 
tion to induce you to favour his re- 
queft. From you I cannot conceal the 
inward fatisfadion I feel from the '^ 
cclairciflcment that has taken place — 
it would be ncedlefs to you, who have 
{o long known the real bent of rny in- 
clination. 

To-day 
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To-day we expeft my coufin to join 
our happy party, and alfo Mr. and Mrs. 
Pelham. Can I fay more to affure my 
beloved aunt of the happinefs of her 

AfFcdlionate 

Augusta Fitzherbert. 
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LETTER XLVIL 

J . ... 

THE HON. HENRT MOUNTVIXLARS TO THE 
EARL OF RAYMOND. 

Miuntvillars ParL 

■• 

DEAH RAYMOND, 

YOU who fo well know what an 
impatient creature an abfent lo- 
ver is, will eafily imagine how morti- 
fied I am in being fo long depfived 
from joining a party that in my mind 
contains every thing valuable and efti-^ 
mable in life. 

I returned a few days fince, having 
received a letter from Lord Mountvil- 
lars, defiring me to come here before 
I went to the Retreat, where I Ihould 

otherwife 
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otherwife have been feme days fooner. 
-i-fBut his requifition was of that na- 
ture as to render it inexpedient for me 
to be inattentive to his requed:. 

My fuccefs in the law-fuit of my 
charming coufin has exceeded my ut- 
moft expectation, Mr. O'Brien, after 
a few proceedings, and having had the 
advice of his counfel, judging it would 
be of no avail to continue the conteft^ 
gave it up# I have written to Augufta, 
informing her of the fettkment we 
have made, and that {he may take pof^ 
feffion of Fitzhcrbert Caftle as foon as 
flie plcafes* Thus far Fortufye feems 
propitious, and invites to the enjoy- 
ment of her favours. 

- * ■ ♦ 

And now, my dear friend, I moft 
heartily congratulate you on your for- 
tunate change of fituationt You will 

thiak 
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think it, I hope, but fuperfluous in 
me to fend you my cordial wilhes that 
you may find every idea of happinefs 
more than realized in the enjoyment. 
Poffibly it will be fomething more fig* 
nificant to fay, that I believe you will, 
refting my opinion on the knowledge 
I have fo long had of your own tern* 
per, and the excellent charafter which 
your Augufta bears in the circle of her 
acquaintance. 

The motive, I now find, for Lord 
Mountvillars wi(hing to fee me was, 
to propofe a match between me and 
Lady Charlotte W* She is the only 

daughter of the Earl of S , and 

heirefs to the whole bulk of his im- 
menfe property. Lord Mountvillars 
warmly interefted himfelf in the bufi- 
nefs, and expreffed the greateft defirc 
to obtain my confent to the propofal ; 

if 
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I 
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it Jiadalfo the Concurrence of the Earl 
bknfelf ; and as to the young lady's in- 
clination, I fuppofe, as ufual on fuch 
• occafions, that nwde no part of the en- ' 
quiry, till every other neceffary ar- 
rangement was made for the celebra- 
tion of the nuptials. 

Matters thus brought forward, it 
would have been an unpardonable omif- 
fion on my part,, not to have informed 
him of the real fituation of my heart. 
I therefore acquainted him with my 
attachment to Matilda, from its earliefl 
period to the prefent junfture ; that it 
was not the mere efFervefcence of 
youthful paflion, but an attaohment ap* 
proved by reafon and reflection, and 
which I found fo effential to my hap- 
pinefs, that to break off the connec- 
tion would render every advantage of 
birth and forti^ne mere negative ad van - 
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fages, and deftroy every proitiifcd fe* 
Ucity that could tend to fmootb the 
fugged path of life.'* 

His Lordftiip liftencd with the mcft 
attentive ps^tience to what I faid ; then 
rifing, with the grcateft cordiality took 
me by the hand, and expreffed himfelf 
in the following words^ which received 
additional energy from the manner in 
which he rpoke them*. 



** My deaf Hfenry^ from tbe 
ments you hare mentioned, iotA the k* 
formation yo\k have given me bf y^t 
unalienable aifeftion, I ihould dt6m 
my ielf thg moH; cruel and kiexoTdiA^ of 
parents ^Vere I to impofe fo cnieJ mtkU 
ternative upon you ; my wifh, 3S Vfrell 
as ' my duty, inclines- me to prdmotd 
your happincfs, and nothing GOtt Id be 
more abhorrent to my :pf inciples tfeari 

impofing 



impofing a fituation upon you, that 
would, ill its confequences, be produc«« 
tive of endlefs mifery ; depend upon it, 
therefore, you fhall' never again hear 
Irom n^ a word more on the fubgejfl: I 
bave juft mentioned. My heart wou^ 
jcepxoach line with the greateft ingra-' 
titudc towards the generous Raymond, 
if 1 hefitated a moment in contributing 
my fhare to the happinefs of hi$ friend, 
had I no other motive to impeil m^ to 
the action* 

. •*! will make what additions you may 
think requiiite to your income and to 
your propofed alteration of (it nation 
in lilb ; and further, I iSiall be happy 
and proud to acknowledge as my 
daughter the obje£l of your choice^ of 
whofe endowments I am not uninform- 
ed, whenever ftie thinks proper to ho- 
Aour you with' W hand, and jou (hall 
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judge it eligible to ratify your engage- 
ments/* — So faying, bis Lordfliip left 
the room. 

It was fbme minutes before I could 
credit my fenfcs that it was really Lord 
Mountvillars whom I had juft^heard 
fpeak, fo wonderful a revolution has 
your noble conduct produced in his 
Lordfhip's fentiments. To you, there- 
fore, my dear Frederick, my warmeft 
thanks are mofl due, for this and the 
many other inftances which your va- 
luable friendfliip has beftowed on your 

grateful Mountvillars. 

\ 

I fliall to-morrow leave Mountvillars 
Park, to join the happy firefide at the 
Retreat. I have not feen Harriet fince 
my return ; but I hear fhe is ftill with 

the Duchefs of ; every thing, 

in my opinion, is to be feared from 

fuch 
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fuch a connexion. The contagion of 

bad example is peculiarly dangerous to 

youth, who naturally adopt the fenti- 

ments of thofe around them ; and, 

however (hocked they may be on the 

firft approaches of vice, are almoft fure 

to find its malignity increafe upon inti- 

macy with it^ till at laft they become 

hardened in iniquity, and, perhaps, loll: 

beyond the hope of recovery. How 

fludioufly then ought fuch intimacies 

to be avoided, that in their confe- 

quences innovate every fyftem, moral 

and divine. 

This giddy, diffolute Duchefs con- 
ftantly endeavours to laugh the better 
principles of a wavering profelyte out 
of countenance, and every day's expe- 
rience but too fatally confirms her fuc- 
cefs. Harriet, I venture to fay, will 
have reafon to lament her incautious 

^ frlevvi(feL\^. 
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friendfliip. I wifli I maj be wrong in 
my cbnjedurc. 

I will, however, conclude this mo- 
ralizing drain, into which I have un« 
intentionallj fallen, with aiTuring you 
I ihall ever remain 

Your's fincerely, 

Henry Mountvillam. 
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LETTER XLVIII. 



MRS. O^BRIEN TO THE DUCHESS OF L« 

London^ 
DEAR BELL, 

PITY your Helen, my good friend, 
who is at laft obliged, in fpite of 
all her refolutions, to quit this dear 
enchanting town, and relinquifli all the 
gay plan of operations fhe had traced 
out for the enfuing campaign^ — ^the 
hearts fhe meant to have vanquiftied, 
and the treafures flie intended to have 
carried off in triiimph from the dear 
Faro Bank-— all, all funk in the gulph 
of dire neceffity. — I am fhocked while 
I write. 

VOL. II. K Wc 
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We are juft preparing to fet ofF for 
Dublin — in that feat of vulgarity muft 
my poor body be immured, though my 
heart, free aaid nnconfined, will becon-^ 
tinually fluttering after the dear plea- 
fures of London — ^to that enchanting 
fpot will my heaving bofom fend many 
au involuntary figh. To be withdrawn 
from all that's gay and delightful, and 
have no company but one's hufband, 
is as frightful as being locked up in a 
penitentiary without aught but the 
gloomy walls to chear the folitude of 
confinement ; and I am fure O'Brien's 
condition will be no lefs irkforoe, for 
IK) two people in the world are inore 
happy and agreeable when afunder.*— 
You may, therefore, have forae idea of 
the comfort we fhall enjoy. 

Amongft the many other cruel mor- 
tifications I fuffer from quitting this 

country. 
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country, it is one of the greateft, my 
dear Bell, to be deprived of your moft 
eharmmg fociety — but 

Write, oh, write me all, that I may join, 
Tho' but ideal fchemes of joy, like thine. 

Yes, we are completely done up^ and 
ihould have been this moment enjoying 
a fnug party in the King*s-Bench, had 
it not been for^the unaccountable whim 
of Mifs Fitzherbert, who fent her ban- 
ker to Mr, O^Brien with ten thoufand 
pounds. The girl was certainly in a 
very ftrange humour, but as it came 
very opportune for our occafions, we 
gave her the pleafure of difplaying her- 
munificence by accepting it. 

If any thing could make me wifli to 
fly from the beau monde^ it would be 
the mortifying condolence which I have 
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latdy been peftered with from crea*- 
tures who dkl not before dare to ihew 
** their diminifhcd heads," but who 
now take every opportunity of difplay- 
ing their infulting pity. 

"My dear Mrs, O^Brien," faid one 
of thefc dfficious vifitors, coming- in 
with hurry and importance, " I am fo 
forry to hear the news-^ut things^ I 
hope, are not quite fo bad as they are 
reprefented, for thefe things are gene^ 
rally made the moft of — Muft you 
leave us ? — I fuppofe you wiU retire 
into fome cheap fituation, till Fortune 
gives her wheel another turn-— indeed, 
there's liothing but fubmiffive patience 
to bear one up againft fuch untoward^ 
accidents.'' 

Scarcely was I freed from this intru- 
five vifitor, whofe loquacity had nigh 

overcome 
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overcome my drooping fpirits, than 
with equal poft hafte in came Lady 

D , with her little eyes a mile 

apart, and wide mouth, that feems like 
a divifion of her head ; who afteyr ad- 
jufting her drefs, and aukwardly nod- 
ding her plumed head, began her im- 
pertinence with faying, *^ Mifs Fitz- 
herbert, I hear, is very amiable, and 
the world gives her the credit for vaft 
accompliikments ; befides, (he has nine 
thoufand a year, and they fay is gene- 
rous in the extreoae— her chstra^ker is 
excdtent, jbut thafc may be owing to 
its not being ' perfedly known — I am 
forry, however, that her profperity 
fliould be indebted to your misfortunes 
•—it i^ a mortifying ftroke to be thus 
robbed of one*s deareft enjoyments— 
but there is no going againft bne*sdef- 
tiny-~I (hall at all times be ready to 
offer every confolation in my power. 
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for the circumftance is moft utiluckj 
—I muft take my leave for the prefent, 
as I have an engagement of a prefiing 
nature with Lady ^— •'* So faying, 
Ihe tripped off in the fame aukward 
manner fhe entered. 

Scarcely had this ridiculous fine 
Lady made ^her exit, before my ears 
were hailed with the falutation— 
** She is going to be married," (by one 

of the Mifs B es, three old maids, 

all mighty fort of good women, who 
to prevent any ill confequences and 
cenforious remarks, will not even keep 
a footman) ; ** it is well Ihe is, for 
report fpeaks but very indifferently of 
her affair with the late Lord Ray- 
mond — As to my own part, I hate 
fcandal, but a body can't (hut one's 
ears— I am heartily forry for your af- 
fair, indeed I am.'* 

Such 
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Such vifits was I tortured with, 
when my blundering fervants announ- 
ced thefe unwelcome tormentors, — 
Adieu, my dear Bell, for I am in hafte^ 
and remain, 

Your*s, 

Helen 0*Brien.. 
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LETTER XLIX. 

« 

• JLADY MOUNTVILLARS TO MISS ST, AUBYM. 

Fitzherhii^^Caftk. 
D£AR MARIA, 

I Hope at this time you want no new 
proof of my afFedlion, or, believe 
me, it is no inconiiderable one to quit, 
though but for a moment, the happy 
groupe of young people aflcmbled here 
to celebrate an event, which afibrds 
me more heart-^felt pleafure than for 
many years I have experienced. 

Fitzherbert Caftle, three days fince, 
received its charming miftrefs, with 
her admiring friends. Your knowledge 
of my beloved Augufta,* has placed 

her 



her fo high in your opinion, (as cannot 
fail to be the cafe with every one of 
difcernment and ^true tafte) tha* I will 
fotbear indulging my pen upon a fub* 
jedl it fo readily adopts, and introduce 
thofe of our party hitherto unknowa 
to you, though I believe the prefcnt 
Earl is not entirely fo, he having 
been frequently in company with yaut 
at our town-houfe,. 

The charader beftowed upon his 
Lordfliip by people whofe praife confers 
the higheft honour, is that pf being 
one of the moft accomplifhed young 
men, poffeffing all the brilliant talents 
fitted for a public ftation^ and all the en- 
dearing qualities that heighten the blifs 
of domeftic retirement 

m 

His Lorcllhip*s fifter-in-law, Ladjr 
Raymond,, has proved another icftance 
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of the power of profperous or adverfe 
circumftances to ftamp the value of a 
charader. No longer obfcured by the 
mifts offorrow, her natural difpolition 
now unfolds itfelf; her fprjghtlincfs 
and playful wit, untinftured by the 
fmalleft ill- nature, reftore the wonted 
cxpreffion of her features, which are 
lovely and engaging, though irregular. 
Her firft appearance prepofleffed me in 
her favour, and further acquaintance 
gave me reafon to rejoice in her having 
promifed, at the expiration of the tkne 
allotted for her mourning, to reward 
the long attachment of my fon,. 

My happinefs is fo linked with the 
welfare of this beloved child, the pride 
and joy of my heart, that his fate will 
conftitute the comfort or mifery of my 
remaining years. I have ever expe- 
rienced from him the mofl refpedful 

and 
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and tender attention, and which^Pbe*. 
lieve has refulted more from real afFec^t 
tion than the mere formal efforts oft 
dutjr.. 

Harriet's infenfibility fufFeredher to- 
alienate herfelf fo entirely, that thp 
bare name of daughter was all the ap* 
pearance of affinity- that remained be-^ 
tween us. I dread to think what in- 
fluence the example of her fafhionable 
friends may have upon a mind, like: 
her's, fo unfteady and unguarded ; but 
it is, I am afraid, beyond my power to 
fnatch her from. a fituation fafulLof: 
dangers. 

Lord Mountvillars authorizes herr 
conduft,. indulging her in every idle 
and extravagant wifli fhe expreffes^. 
either from his fondnefs for her, or a 
diflike.to the.trouble of watching over 

K 6 her,^ 
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her, as that would interfere too much 
with his own purfuits. 

I meant to prefent my focicty to your 
view, but I have unintentionally wan- 
dered from the fubjedl ; you will, I 
truft, pardon the digreflion, while I 
endeavour to refume my fubjcft, and 
prefent a brief iketch. 

Mrs. Pelham, is an interefting, pretty 
woman, not tall, but perfeftly elegant ; 
the foreign accent gives an additional 
charm to her converfation, which is 
lively yet tender, and peculiarly en- 
gaging from a mouth uncommonly 
pretty. 

Difference of religion, which has of- 
ten created difagreements between mar-* 
ried people, will not, I hope, affeft the 
h2ippxn^{^ of minds fo liberal and well 
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informed as the Pelhams : fhe does not 
appear tindured with that bigotted fu- 
perftitioa which marks fo many of her 

perfuafion. 

\ 

Mr. Pelham has lately received a let* 
ter from a friend in London^ mention- 
ing the unmerited diflrefs of an aged 
prieft, Abbe Anfelm, who, with many 
of his perfecuted brethren, had fought 
an alylum in the generous philanthropy 
of Englifhmen. His name was imme« 
diately recognized by Mrs. Pelham, 
who informed us, that he had been 
long known, and highly efteemed by 
her family : flie related feveral remark- 
able incidents of his life, which refled- 
ed the higheft credit on his moral cha« 
rafter, and bore ample teftimony of his 
worth.— What pity that fuch eftimablc 
men fhould jnot only be molefled in the 
difchargc of their facerdotal fua<9i<»x 






2c9 AUOUSTA PITZHEUrEKT. 

but wantonly expofed to all the cala^ 
mities that afflidl the moft unfortunatt 
w undeferving of hunuin beings^ 

Mr. Pelhani, with that benignity 
wJhich does honour to his feelings^ has 
remitted him a fum of money for the 
purpofe of difcharging whatever debts 
he may have unavoidably contrafled^. 
and'preflingly invited him immediately 
to quit his miferable lodgings, which 
appear to have been in an obfcure cor- 
ner of London^ where he and two 
others of iimikr charafter hav»c for a 
long time fufiered the fevereft ills that 
flow from poverty and anguifli of 
mind, and come and pafs the remainder 
of his life with him and Mrs. Pelhanu 
Apartments are ordered to be fitted up 
for him at their feat in Warwickfhire, 
where a well-chofen Jibrary, retire^- 
ment or fociety, as moft agreeable to 

him^ 
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him, will enfure to the venerable old 
man comfort and eafe, and make fome 
.amends for loft friends, relatives, and 
native country. 

You may imagine thjit with the 
companions I have been defcribing, my 
time has paffed delightfully fince my re- 
turn to the Retreat ; but as life would 
ftagnate without amufement^ I muft 
tell you that we varied the icene from 
the charming converfe of the fire- fide 
tO' all the without-door entertainments 
the feafon of the year afforded, in vi- 
iiting fometimes, which enhanced the 
pleafure of our fucceeding: friendly 
meeting, and taught the intrinfic value 
of home enjoyments more forcibly than 
thofe people imagine, who dd not 
mingle with the world, and find the 
fallacy of pleafures where the heart has 
no fharet 
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I will not clofc my letter till to- 
morrow, when my dear niece is to give 
her hand to Lord Raymond. She has 
very generoufly prefented ten thoufand 
pounds to Mr. and Mrs. O'Brien, to 
relieve them from the embarrafTments 
they have imprudently involved them- 
felves in, from the miftaken idea of 
their having made an acquifition of 
great magnitude by their new eftate. — 
Their imprudence hardly defcrves to 
be relieved by fuch an a6l of muni- 
ficence ; but in judging of the failings 
* of fellow- creatures, we fhould ever in- 
cline to the favourable fide.— Auguila 
has done fo. 



CON. 
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CONTINUATION. 

This morning, my dear Augiifti, ac- 
companied the Earl of Raymond to the 
altar ; and the nuptials were folemniz^ 
ed in the prefence of their aoofl: valued 
friends. The ceremony was performed 
by the Reverend Mr. Harcourt, in his 
pariih church of , -and every 

heart feemed to vibrate with joy at the 
union of a pair fo truly deferving of 
each other. 

The happy Raymond received his 
Augufta from the hand of Mountvil- 
lars. If fimilarity of difpofition, and 
highly cultivated minds — mutual affec- 
tion, and a perfect congeniality of fen- 
timent, can enfure felicity, they muft 
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laftc whatever of fublunary happinefs 
is allotted to the imperfect condition of 
human nature — All who know, them 
will accord in the wi(h that their vir- 
tues may be perpetuated in their pro- 
geny, and their lives prove a falutary 
example to the young, the gay, and the 
great. 

Augufta appeared more beautiful and 
enchanting than... ever; her brilliant 
eyes, blooming complexion, and unaf* 
felled manners, never fhone more con- 
fpicuoufly ; they were alfo heightened 
by the fimplicity, tafte, and elegance 
of her drefs. Lord Raymond too feem» 
cd happily impreffeA with the events 
of the day, and fervent in his acknow- 
ledgments to ^the^ gratulations of his 
attending friends. His chearful polite- 
nefs communicated itfelf around, and 
diffufed univerfal gaiety. 

The 
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The bufinefs of the day was con- 
dueled with the utmoft privacy, at the 
requeft of the parties, and few Gran- 
gers were apprized of the event. The 
only perfons who attended by invita- 
tion were Mr. and Mrs. Pelham, Mifs 
Pelham, Lady Raymond, Henry, and 
myfelf. From the complexion of the 
party, therefore, you will naturally 
conclude, that harmony alone could 
prevail. 

In returning from the church, the 
path to our carriages was ftrewed with 
flowers by a number of young girls, 
daughters of the tenants, attired with 
ruftic gaiety, and whofe well-meant 
attention was liberally rewarded by the 
noble bridegroom. 

A fplendid entertainment has been 
provided for the furrounding tenants. 
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